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Department of Public Works Student Travel Patterns

Student Travel Patterns

Student travel tallies indicate that most students arrive and depart by family vehicle, while 
walking remains the second most common mode.
Field observations confirmed that many students cross Colton Avenue near the school 
frontage, particularly during peak arrival and dismissal periods.
Colton Avenue and Opal Avenue function as primary access routes and must safely 
accommodate students walking, biking, and being dropped off.
The Project improves crossings, enhances traffic separation, and strengthens active 
transportation connections.
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Mode Tues. AM Tues. AM Tues. PM Tues. PM Wed. AM Wed. AM Wed. PM Wed. PM Thu. AM Thu. AM Thu. PM Thu. PM

Walk 30 8.0% 40 10.9% 30 8.4% 38 10.8% 25 7.2% 33 9.1%

Bike 1 0.3% 3 0.8% 2 0.6% 3 0.8% 3 0.9% 4 1.1%

School Bus 2 0.5% 2 0.5% 2 0.6% 1 0.3% 2 0.6% 1 0.3%

Family Vehicle 287 76.7% 272 73.9% 269 75.1% 263 74.5% 271 78.1% 261 72.1%

Carpool 20 5.3% 19 5.2% 23 6.4% 19 5.4% 19 5.5% 17 4.7%

Transit 16 4.3% 13 3.5% 16 4.5% 14 4.0% 13 3.7% 13 3.6%

Other 18 4.8% 19 5.2% 16 4.5% 15 4.2% 14 4.0% 33 9.1%

Total 374 100.0% 368 100.0% 358 100.0% 353 100.0% 347 100.0% 362 100.0%

Total Responses 2162
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Active and Auto Travel Patterns

Active Travel Patterns (Red) 
and Auto Travel Patterns 
(Blue)

Travel pattern analysis shows 
that students access the 
school from multiple 
directions across a broad 
geographic area.
Auto travel (blue) dominates, 
with high activity along key 
corridors serving the school.
Active travel (red) is present 
but more limited, reflecting 
constraints in safe walking 
and bicycling conditions.
Key routes, including Colton 
Avenue and Opal Avenue, 
serve both vehicle and 
student travel, creating 
potential conflicts.
The Project supports a shift 
toward active transportation 
by improving safety, 
connectivity, and multimodal 
access.



Department of Public Works Existing Pedestrian Walkshed

Existing Pedestrian 
Walkshed

The existing walkshed 
illustrates areas within a 
0.25- and 0.5-mile walking 
distance of the school.
While many students live 
within walking distance, 
the accessible walkshed is 
constrained by gaps in 
pedestrian infrastructure 
and limited safe crossings.
Key corridors, including 
Colton Avenue, create 
barriers that reduce safe 
and direct access to the 
school.
As a result, students who 
could walk are often 
driven due to safety 
concerns and connectivity 
gaps.
The Project improves 
network connectivity and 
expands safe walking 

walkshed.

Project Area
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Existing Bikeshed

The existing bikeshed
illustrates areas within a 0.5-
to 1-mile bicycling distance 
of the school.
While many students live 
within biking distance, the 
accessible bikeshed is 
limited by high-stress 
roadway conditions and 
lack of dedicated bicycle 
infrastructure.
Key corridors, including 
Colton Avenue and Opal 
Avenue, do not currently 
provide safe or comfortable 
conditions for student 
bicyclists.
As a result, bicycling is 
underutilized despite 
proximity to the school.
The Project expands safe 
bicycle access by 
introducing dedicated 
facilities and improving 
network connectivity.

Project Area



Department of Public Works Pedestrian Evaluation Score (PES)

Pedestrian Evaluation Score 
(PES)

The Pedestrian Environment 
Score (PES) evaluates roadway 
segments based on comfort, 
safety, and accessibility for 
pedestrians within a one-mile 
radius of the school.
Much of the Project area is rated 
low to very low, indicating poor 
walking conditions for students 
traveling to and from school.
Lower scores reflect gaps in 
sidewalks, limited crossing 
enhancements, and exposure to 
higher-speed traffic corridors.
Key routes along Colton Avenue 
and Opal Avenue fall within 
these lower-rated segments, 
reinforcing the need for 
targeted safety improvements.
The Project addresses these 
deficiencies by improving 
crossings, enhancing 
accessibility, and creating safer 
walking conditions.

Project Area
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Bicycle Level of Traffic Stress

The Bicycle Level of Traffic 
Stress (LTS) evaluates how 
comfortable and safe roadways 
are for bicyclists of varying skill 
levels.
Much of the Project area is 
classified as high-stress (LTS 3 
and 4), indicating conditions 
suitable only for experienced 
riders or not suitable for 
bicycling.
Key corridors, including Colton 
Avenue and Opal Avenue, lack 
dedicated bicycle facilities and 
expose riders to higher traffic 
volumes and speeds.
These conditions discourage 
students from bicycling to 
school despite proximity.
The Project reduces traffic 
stress by introducing 
dedicated bicycle facilities and 
improving separation from 
vehicle traffic.

Project Area
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Existing Pick-up and Drop-
off Vehicle Behavior

Existing pick-up and drop-
off activity is concentrated 
along Colton Avenue near 
the school frontage.
Both designated and 
informal loading areas were 
observed, contributing to 
congestion during peak 
arrival and dismissal 
periods.
Vehicle queuing, stopping, 
and turning movements 
create conflicts with 
students walking and 
crossing near key access 
points.
These conditions reduce 
visibility and increase safety 
risks for pedestrians and 
bicyclists.
The Project improves 
circulation and safety by 
enhancing crossings, 
organizing traffic flow, and 
reducing vehicle conflicts.


