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San Bernardino County Flood Control District 
Grove Basin Outlet Storm Drain Improvement Project​    FINAL INITIAL STUDY 

FINAL MITIGATION MEASURES 

The following mitigation measures were identified to reduce impacts to less than significant one 
mitigation measure was added to address a Public Comment:  

ADDRESSING PUBLIC COMMENT: 

PC-1​ Access During Construction: 
The Contractor will be required to coordinate with local residents and businesses to 
ensure ingress and egress is maintained for adjacent properties. This includes access 
for personal and business-related activities, as well as services such as mail, deliveries, 
and trash collection. 

Public Notification and Engagement: 
The Contractor will prepare and distribute a “Notice to Residents” in both English and 
Spanish to all properties adjacent to or directly impacted by the project. Notices will be 
placed at least seven (7) days prior to the start of construction work. 

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES: 

BIO-1  ​ To avoid potential impacts to nesting birds (common and special status) during the 
nesting season (February 1- September 15), a qualified Avian Biologist shall conduct 
pre‐construction Nesting Bird Surveys prior to commencement of any project activities. If 
no active nests are found, no further action will be required. If an active nest is found, the 
qualified biologist will identify and flag a no-disturbance buffer around the nest which will 
be based upon the species, level of disturbance, and expected fledge date. The nests 
and no-disturbance buffers shall be checked weekly by a qualified biological monitor until 
project activities end or until young have fledged the nest or the nest is deemed inactive. 

CULTURAL RESOURCES: 

CR-1​ Inadvertent Discovery Protocol 

Prior to the start of construction, a qualified archaeologist will be retained to provide 
Worker Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP) training to all contractors 
conducting Project-related ground disturbing activities. The WEAP training will include 
information about the types of archaeological resources that could be encountered, the 
laws and regulations regarding archaeological resources, and the protocols to follow in 
the event of an inadvertent discovery. 

Should archaeological material be encountered during Project-related ground 
disturbance all work in the vicinity of the discovery must be halted. A 50-foot buffer 
around the discovery will be demarcated and work may resume elsewhere in the Project 
area outside of that buffer. The District will be notified immediately and a qualified 
archaeologist will be contacted to assess the discovery and evaluate whether it 
constitutes a historical resource or a unique archaeological resource as defined by 
CEQA. The qualified archaeologist will provide guidance on the treatment of the 
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​discovery​ ​and​ ​how​ ​work​ ​may​ ​proceed.​ ​Should​ ​the​ ​discovery​ ​be​ ​precontact​ ​in​ ​age,​
​consultation​ ​with​ ​the​ ​San​ ​Manuel​ ​Band​ ​of​ ​Mission​ ​Indians​ ​and​ ​the​ ​Soboba​ ​Band​ ​of​
​Luiseño Indians shall occur.​

​CR-2​ ​Inadvertent discoveries of human remains​​:​

​Should​ ​human​ ​remains​ ​and​ ​associated​ ​funerary​ ​objects​ ​be​ ​encountered​ ​during​
​Project-related​ ​ground​ ​disturbance​ ​all​ ​work​ ​within​ ​50-feet​ ​of​ ​the​ ​discovery​ ​should​ ​be​
​halted​ ​and​ ​redirected​ ​elsewhere​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Project​ ​area​ ​outside​ ​of​ ​discovery​​.​ ​The​ ​San​
​Bernardino​ ​County​ ​Coroner​​shall​​be​​contacted​​immediately​​to​​determine​​the​​origin​​and​
​disposition​ ​of​ ​the​ ​remains​ ​pursuant​ ​to​ ​Public​ ​Resources​ ​Code​ ​Section​ ​5097.98.​ ​A​
​qualified​ ​archaeologist​ ​shall​ ​also​ ​be​ ​contacted​ ​to​ ​assess​ ​the​​discovery​​and​​coordinate​
​consultation​ ​with​ ​the​ ​appropriate​ ​agencies.​ ​If​ ​the​ ​remains​ ​are​ ​determined​ ​to​ ​be​
​precontact,​ ​the​ ​coroner​ ​shall​ ​contact​​the​​NAHC​​within​​24​​hours​​of​​the​​determination​​in​
​accordance​ ​with​ ​section​ ​5097.98​ ​of​​the​​California​​Public​​Resources​​Code,​​and​​section​
​7050.5​​of​​the​​California​​Health​​and​​Safety​​Code,​​as​​applicable.​​The​​NAHC​​will​​identify​​a​
​Most​ ​Likely​ ​Descendent​ ​(MLD)​ ​who​ ​will​ ​inspect​ ​the​ ​discovery​ ​and​ ​provide​
​recommendations​ ​for​ ​the​ ​proper​ ​treatment​ ​of​​the​​remains​​and​​any​​associated​​funerary​
​objects.​

​TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES:​

​CR-1​ ​Inadvertent Discovery Protocol​

​Prior​ ​to​ ​the​ ​start​ ​of​ ​construction,​ ​a​ ​qualified​ ​archaeologist​ ​will​ ​be​ ​retained​ ​to​ ​provide​
​Worker​ ​Environmental​ ​Awareness​ ​Program​ ​(WEAP)​ ​training​ ​to​ ​all​ ​contractors​
​conducting​ ​Project-related​ ​ground​ ​disturbing​ ​activities.​ ​The​ ​WEAP​ ​training​ ​will​ ​include​
​information​ ​about​ ​the​​types​​of​​archaeological​​resources​​that​​could​​be​​encountered,​​the​
​laws​ ​and​ ​regulations​ ​regarding​ ​archaeological​​resources,​​and​​the​​protocols​​to​​follow​​in​
​the event of an inadvertent discovery.​

​Should​ ​archaeological​ ​material​ ​be​ ​encountered​ ​during​ ​Project-related​ ​ground​
​disturbance​ ​all​ ​work​ ​in​ ​the​ ​vicinity​ ​of​ ​the​ ​discovery​ ​must​ ​be​ ​halted.​ ​A​ ​50-foot​ ​buffer​
​around​​the​​discovery​​will​​be​​demarcated​​and​​work​​may​​resume​​elsewhere​​in​​the​​Project​
​area​ ​outside​ ​of​ ​that​ ​buffer​​.​ ​The​ ​District​ ​will​ ​be​ ​notified​ ​immediately​ ​and​ ​a​ ​qualified​
​archaeologist​ ​will​ ​be​ ​contacted​ ​to​ ​assess​ ​the​ ​discovery​ ​and​ ​evaluate​ ​whether​ ​it​
​constitutes​ ​a​ ​historical​ ​resource​ ​or​ ​a​ ​unique​ ​archaeological​ ​resource​ ​as​ ​defined​ ​by​
​CEQA.​ ​The​ ​qualified​ ​archaeologist​ ​will​ ​provide​ ​guidance​ ​on​ ​the​ ​treatment​ ​of​ ​the​
​discovery​ ​and​ ​how​ ​work​ ​may​ ​proceed.​ ​Should​ ​the​ ​discovery​ ​be​ ​precontact​ ​in​ ​age,​
​consultation​ ​with​ ​the​ ​San​ ​Manuel​ ​Band​ ​of​ ​Mission​ ​Indians​ ​and​ ​the​ ​Soboba​ ​Band​ ​of​
​Luiseño Indians shall occur.​

​CR-2​ ​Inadvertent discoveries of human remains​​:​

​Should​ ​human​ ​remains​ ​and​ ​associated​ ​funerary​ ​objects​ ​be​ ​encountered​ ​during​
​Project-related​ ​ground​ ​disturbance​ ​all​ ​work​ ​within​ ​50-feet​ ​of​ ​the​ ​discovery​ ​should​ ​be​
​halted​ ​and​ ​redirected​ ​elsewhere​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Project​ ​area​ ​outside​ ​of​ ​discovery​​.​ ​The​ ​San​
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​Bernardino​ ​County​ ​Coroner​​shall​​be​​contacted​​immediately​​to​​determine​​the​​origin​​and​
​disposition​ ​of​ ​the​ ​remains​ ​pursuant​ ​to​ ​Public​ ​Resources​ ​Code​ ​Section​ ​5097.98.​ ​A​
​qualified​ ​archaeologist​ ​shall​ ​also​ ​be​ ​contacted​ ​to​ ​assess​ ​the​​discovery​​and​​coordinate​
​consultation​ ​with​ ​the​ ​appropriate​ ​agencies.​ ​If​ ​the​ ​remains​ ​are​ ​determined​ ​to​ ​be​
​precontact,​ ​the​ ​coroner​ ​shall​ ​contact​​the​​NAHC​​within​​24​​hours​​of​​the​​determination​​in​
​accordance​ ​with​ ​section​ ​5097.98​ ​of​​the​​California​​Public​​Resources​​Code,​​and​​section​
​7050.5​​of​​the​​California​​Health​​and​​Safety​​Code,​​as​​applicable.​​The​​NAHC​​will​​identify​​a​
​Most​ ​Likely​ ​Descendent​ ​(MLD)​ ​who​ ​will​ ​inspect​ ​the​ ​discovery​ ​and​ ​provide​
​recommendations​ ​for​ ​the​ ​proper​ ​treatment​ ​of​​the​​remains​​and​​any​​associated​​funerary​
​objects.​
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​SECTION 1 – INTRODUCTION​

​BACKGROUND​

​The​ ​San​ ​Bernardino​ ​County​ ​Flood​ ​Control​ ​District​ ​(District)​ ​Department​ ​of​ ​Public​ ​Works​ ​(DPW)​
​proposes​ ​to​ ​address​ ​flooding​ ​issues​ ​associated​ ​with​ ​the​ ​existing​ ​Grove​ ​Basin​ ​outlet.​ ​Stormwater​ ​is​
​currently​​released​​from​​Grove​​Basin​​into​​reinforced​​concrete​​pipes​​on​​both​​sides​​of​​Grove​​Avenue​​from​
​approximately​​the​​intersection​​of​​Chino​​Avenue​​to​​Edison​​Avenue.​​The​​carrying​​capacity​​of​​the​​existing​
​concrete​ ​pipes​ ​is​ ​currently​ ​undersized​ ​for​ ​the​ ​levels​​of​​flow​​release​​being​​experienced.​​This​​situation​
​currently​ ​leads​ ​to​ ​flooding​ ​downstream​ ​during​ ​storm​ ​events,​ ​impacting​ ​low-density​ ​residential​ ​and​
​agricultural areas.​

​The​​region​​surrounding​​Grove​​Avenue​​has​​experienced​​significant​​urban​​development​​in​​recent​​years,​
​transitioning​ ​from​ ​predominantly​ ​agricultural​ ​and​ ​low-density​ ​residential​ ​land​ ​uses​ ​to​ ​medium​ ​and​
​high-density​ ​residential​ ​developments.​ ​With​ ​these​ ​changes,​ ​the​ ​volume​ ​of​ ​stormwater​ ​runoff​ ​has​
​increased,​ ​exacerbating​ ​existing​ ​flooding​ ​issues.​ ​Addressing​ ​these​ ​challenges​ ​is​ ​critical​​to​​protecting​
​property, infrastructure, and public safety in the area.​

​SECTION 2 – REGULATORY FRAMEWORK​

​The​ ​San​ ​Bernardino​ ​County​ ​Flood​ ​Control​ ​District​ ​has​ ​identified​ ​that​ ​the​ ​Grove​ ​Basin​ ​Outlet​ ​Storm​
​Drain​​Improvement​​Project​​meets​​the​​California​​Environmental​​Quality​​Act​​(CEQA)​​Guidelines​​Section​
​15378 definition of a Project.  CEQA Guidelines Section 15378 defines a Project as the following:​

​"Project"​ ​means​ ​the​ ​whole​ ​of​ ​an​ ​action,​ ​which​ ​has​ ​a​ ​potential​ ​for​ ​resulting​ ​in​ ​either​ ​a​ ​direct​
​physical​​change​​in​​the​​environment,​​or​​a​​reasonably​​foreseeable​​indirect​​physical​​change​​in​​the​
​environment.​

​In​​accordance​​with​​the​​California​​Environmental​​Quality​​Act​​(CEQA)​​(Public​​Resources​​Code​​Sections​
​21000-21177),​​this​​Initial​​Study​​has​​been​​prepared​​to​​determine​​potentially​​significant​​impacts​​upon​​the​
​environment​ ​resulting​ ​from​ ​the​ ​construction,​ ​operation​ ​and​ ​maintenance​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Grove​ ​Basin​ ​Outlet​
​Storm​ ​Drain​ ​Improvement​ ​Project​ ​(hereinafter​ ​referred​ ​to​ ​as​ ​the​ ​"Project"​ ​or​ ​“proposed​ ​Project”).​ ​In​
​accordance​ ​with​ ​Section​ ​15063​ ​of​ ​the​ ​State​ ​CEQA​ ​Guidelines​​,​ ​this​ ​Initial​ ​Study​ ​is​ ​a​ ​preliminary​
​analysis​ ​prepared​ ​by​ ​the​ ​San​ ​Bernardino​​County​​Flood​​Control​​District​​as​​Lead​​Agency​​to​​inform​​the​
​Lead​ ​Agency​ ​decision​ ​makers,​ ​other​ ​affected​ ​agencies,​ ​and​ ​the​ ​public​ ​of​ ​potential​ ​environmental​
​impacts associated with the implementation of the proposed Project.​

​Initial Study Organization​

​This Initial Study is organized as follows:​

​Introduction:​ ​Provides​ ​the​​regulatory​​context​​for​​the​​review​​along​​with​​a​​brief​​summary​​of​​the​​CEQA​
​process.​

​Project​ ​Information:​ ​Provides​ ​fundamental​ ​Project​ ​information,​ ​such​ ​as​ ​the​ ​Project​ ​description,​
​Project location and figures.​
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​Lead​ ​Agency​ ​Determination:​ ​Identifies​ ​environmental​ ​factors​ ​potentially​​affected​​by​​the​​Project​​and​
​identifies the Lead Agency's determination based on the initial evaluation.​

​Mitigated​ ​Negative​ ​Declaration:​ ​Prepared​ ​when​ ​a​ ​determination​ ​can​ ​be​ ​made​ ​that​ ​no​ ​significant​
​environmental​ ​effects​ ​will​ ​occur​ ​because​ ​revisions​ ​to​ ​the​ ​Project​ ​have​ ​been​ ​made​ ​or​ ​mitigation​
​measures​ ​will​ ​be​ ​implemented​ ​which​ ​will​ ​reduce​ ​all​ ​potentially​ ​significant​ ​impacts​ ​to​ ​less​ ​than​
​significant levels.​

​Evaluating​​Environmental​​Impacts:​​Provides​​the​​parameters​​the​​District​​uses​​when​​determining​​level​
​of impact.​

​CEQA​ ​Checklist:​ ​Provides​ ​an​ ​environmental​ ​checklist​ ​and​ ​accompanying​ ​analysis​​for​​responding​​to​
​checklist questions.​

​References:​​Include a list of references and various​​resources utilized in preparing the analysis.​

​SECTION 3 – DETAILED PROJECT DESCRIPTION​

​The​​District​​Proposed​​Project​​includes​​the​​installation​​of​​a​​new​​84-inch​​reinforced​​concrete​​pipe​​(RCP)​
​and​ ​96-inch​​RCP​​from​​Edison​​Avenue​​to​​Chino​​Avenue.​​Additionally,​​the​​existing​​66-inch​​RCP​​will​​be​
​replaced​ ​with​ ​a​ ​72-inch​ ​RCP​ ​from​ ​Chino​ ​Avenue​ ​to​ ​just​ ​south​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Grove​ ​Basin.​​Furthermore,​​the​
​project​ ​would​ ​replace​ ​manholes,​ ​junction​ ​structures,​ ​involve​ ​reconstruction​ ​of​ ​the​ ​roadway​ ​and​
​associated​ ​driveways,​ ​and​ ​remove​​existing​​outlet​​structures​​to​​enhance​​water​​flow​​management.​​The​
​pipeline​ ​disturbance​ ​area​ ​has​ ​a​ ​width​ ​of​ ​14​​feet​​and​​a​​total​​pipeline​​length​​of​​6,583​​feet​​from​​Edison​
​Avenue​​to​​East​​Riverside​​Drive.​​The​​project​​also​​involves​​an​​excavation​​depth​​of​​up​​to​​a​​maximum​​of​
​27 feet.​

​The​ ​Project​ ​connects​ ​to​ ​an​ ​existing​ ​storm​ ​drain​ ​at​ ​the​ ​intersection​ ​of​ ​Edison​ ​Avenue​ ​and​ ​Grove​
​Avenue.​​This​​storm​​drain​​ultimately​​discharges​​into​​the​​Prado​​Basin​​and​​subsequently​​the​​lower​​Santa​
​Ana​ ​River.​ ​Night​ ​work​ ​is​ ​not​ ​proposed​ ​for​ ​this​ ​project.​ ​The​ ​estimated​ ​construction​ ​duration​ ​is​ ​160​
​working​ ​days.​ ​Construction​ ​activities​ ​will​ ​take​ ​place​ ​primarily​ ​along​ ​Grove​ ​Avenue,​ ​with​ ​site​ ​access​
​facilitated​ ​from​ ​this​ ​main​ ​roadway.​ ​Lane​ ​closures​ ​along​ ​Grove​ ​Avenue​ ​may​ ​be​ ​necessary,​ ​including​
​potential​​traffic​​detours​​at​​intersections​​to​​maintain​​safety​​and​​minimize​​disruptions​​during​​construction​
​operations.​

​Project Location​

​The​ ​project​ ​location​ ​is​ ​an​ ​approximately​ ​1.25-miles​ ​stretch​ ​along​ ​Grove​ ​Avenue​ ​between​ ​East​
​Riverside Drive (Grove Basin) and the intersection of Edison Avenue, City of Ontario, California, 91761.​
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​Figure 1​
​(Regional Location Map)​

​Figure 1​
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​Figure 2​
​(Project Location Map)​

​Figure 2​

​September 2025​ ​11​



​San Bernardino County Flood Control District​
​Grove Basin Outlet Storm Drain Improvement Project​ ​FINAL​ ​INITIAL STUDY​

​Figure 3​
​(Site Plan)​
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