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Disadvantaged Community Documentation 
Active Transportation Program 

1 | P a g e  

Summary 

The Bloomington High School Safe Routes to School project serves an economically disadvantaged school community in 
the Colton Joint Unified School District (CJUSD). The project area (encompassing the immediate school boundaries and 
the residential neighborhoods along Santa Ana Avenue, Alder Avenue, and Laurel Avenue in the unincorporated 
community of Bloomington, California) is documented as a disadvantaged community through multiple complementary 
data sources. The primary DAC qualifier is Free or Reduced Price Meal (FRPM) eligibility: 87.3% of Bloomington High 
School students qualify for the highest rate in CVUSD and well above the 75% ATP threshold. Supporting evidence 
from the California Communities Environmental Health Screening Tool 4.0 (CalEnviroScreen 4.0), Healthy Places Index 
(HPI), and the CDC/ATSDR Environmental Justice Index confirms that the census tracts encompassing the project area 
rank in the upper tier of environmental justice and socioeconomic burden.  

Community Context  Poverty, Race, and Vehicle Access 

Census data from the American Community Survey (ACS 2024, 5-year estimates) for the project area and surrounding 
community provides additional context for the economic disadvantage experienced by Bloomington High School 
families: 

Hispanic/Latino population: 93% of Bloomington students, consistent with the predominantly Hispanic 
character of the surrounding neighborhood (Bloomington community-wide Hispanic share: ~87%). 

Children in poverty (Bloomington community-wide): 20% of children under 18 live below the poverty line (ACS 
2024 1-year, Census Reporter). 

Homeownership: 69% of homes in Bloomington are renter-occupied, reflective of persistent barriers to 
economic mobility.  

Vehicle ownership (Bloomington community-wide): 3 vehicles per household, with 76% of residents reporting 
driving alone to work, indicating there are socioenvironmental factors which limit active transportation.  

Household size (Bloomington community-wide): 4 persons per household (vs. 2.8 statewide), indicating larger 
family units with more school-age children per household. 

Foreign-born population: 30.6% of Bloomington residents are foreign-born (higher than the state rate of 
27.7%), with 97% of the foreign-born population from Latin America. 

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2024 1-year and 5-year estimates (Census Reporter, censusreporter.org). 
World Population Review, Bloomington California Population 2026. https://censusreporter.org/profiles/15000US060710026081-bg-
1-tract-2608-san-bernardino-ca/ https://censusreporter.org/profiles/16000US0607064-bloomington-ca/ 
https://www.cde.ca.gov/SchoolDirectory/details?cdscode=36676863631322  

Exhibit 1: Free or Reduced Price Meal (FRPM) Eligibility  Primary DAC Qualifier 

The ATP recognizes Free or Reduced-Price School Meal eligibility as a direct measure of student poverty for Safe Routes 
to School projects. A school where at least 75% of students qualify meets the ATP threshold for designation as a 
disadvantaged community. Bloomington High School (10750 Laurel Ave, Bloomington, CA 92316) reported 87.3% 
FRPM eligibility for the 2024 2025 school year, based on California Department of Education data (CDE FRPM file, 
Column V). This is the second highest FRPM rate among all high schools in CJUSD, demonstrating the concentration and 
severity of economic disadvantage present among this school community. 

All proposed project improvements including 10,900 linear feet of new sidewalk on Laurel Avenue, Santa Ana Avenue, 
and Alder Avenue, plus intersection safety treatments at Alder Avenue/Slover Avenue, Slover Avenue/Otilla Avenue, and 
Laurel Avenue/Santa Ana Avenue are located directly adjacent to school boundaries or within 0.5 miles of the school, 
directly within the Project influence area. 
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