Earth Day Vendor Sign-On Letter

Dear Members of the Board of Supervisors,

As the undersigned tocal vendors, small businesses, service providers, and community partners of Bear Valley Electric
Service, Inc.’s Annual 2026 Earth Day Expo, we are proud to stand together in support of the proposed Bear Valley Solar
Energy Project.

As vendors participating in Earth Day celebrations, we recognize the importance of environmental stewardship.
Supporting renewable energy aligns with our shared commitment to protecting resources that make Big Bear such a
special place to live, work, and visit.

Currently, our community remains heavily dependent on off-mountain transmission lines that are vulnerable to
disruption. When outages occur, the impacts are immediate:

e Businesses are forced to pause operations
e Visitors’ experiences are disrupted
e  Emergency systems are strained
o Residents, especially vulnerable populations, are put at risk
We believe that investing in local solar energy is a practical and necessary solution. Investing in solar energy will:
e  Strengthen energy reliability and reduce outages
®  Support small businesses and local vendots
®  Help maintain operations during emergencies
e  Protect vulnerable populations
e Reduce dependence on distant and vulnerable power sources

e  Contribute to a cleaner, more sustainable future

As Big Bear faces a growing wildfire risk, a reality reinforced by recent Southern California fire activity and the escalating
impacts of climate change. As Public Safety Power Shutoffs (PSPS) become more frequent, power outages occur
precisely when vulnerable populations need electricity most. For seniors and individuals with Access and Functional
Needs (AFN), reliable power is not a convenience—it is a lifeline.

Reliable, locally generated power also supports tourism—one of the primary drivers of our economy. When businesses
can operate without disruption, visitors have better experiences, return more often, and continue to support our
community.

We respectfully urge decision-makers to support and advance local solar solutions. Strengthening our local energy
infrastructure will help ensure that Big Bear Valley remains resilient, safe, and economically strong.

By signing below, we proudly join together in support of clean, reliable, locally generated solar energy for Big Bear.
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