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APPENDIX F – Fire Plan 

 
1.   SCOPE 
 
The provisions set forth below outline the channels of responsibility for fire prevention 
and suppression activities and establish an attack procedure for fires within the special 
use site.  The authorized area is delineated by a map in the permit/lease.  The provisions 
set forth below also specify conditions under which activities under authorization will be 
curtailed or shut down.  See Section 5, Reporting All Wild Fires below, should a fire 
occur. All fire protection standards must be accomplished by the beginning of fire season 
unless otherwise agreed too, and then maintained throughout the fire season. 
 
2.   RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

A. Holder 
 

a. Shall abide by the requirements of this Fire Plan. 
b. Shall take all steps necessary to prevent his/her employees, subcontractors 

and their employees from starting fires, and shall be responsible for 
preventing the escape of fires, and shall make every attempt to extinguish 
all such fires which may escape. 

 
B.    Forest Service will monitor Holder's compliance with this Plan. 
 

3.   TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT 
 

A. The Holder shall comply with the following requirements: 
 

a. Shall equip all diesel and/or gasoline-operated engines, both stationary and 
mobile, with spark arresters that meet Forest Service standards set forth in 
the National Coordinating Group publication for Multi-position Small 
Engines, #430-4, or General Purpose and Locomotive, #430-2.  Spark 
arresters are not required on equipment powered by exhaust-driven turbo-
charged engines or motor vehicles equipped with a maintained muffler as 
defined in California Public Resources Code (CPRC), Section 4442 and 
4443. 

b. Shall furnish and have available within each building hand tools and/or 
equipment as follows (CPRC 4427 and 4431) for emergency use: 

 
i. One shovel, one axe (or Pulaski) and a fully charged fire 

extinguisher U.L. rated at 4 B:C or more. 
ii. One shovel and one backpack 5 gallon water-filled tank with pump 

with each welder. 
iii. One shovel and one chemical pressurized fire extinguisher (fully 

charged) for each gasoline-powered tool, including but not 
restricted to chain saws, soil augers, weed whips, etc.  Fire 
extinguishers shall be of the type and size set forth in the 
California Public Resources Code Section 4431. 
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c. All tools and equipment required in a. and b. above shall be in good 
workable condition.  Shovels shall be size "O" or larger and be not less 
than 46 inches in overall length.  Axes or Pulaski’s shall have 2-1/2 pound 
or larger heads and be not less than 28 inches in overall length. 
 

4.    GENERAL 
 

A. State Law.  The Holder shall comply with all applicable laws of the State of 
California.  In particular, see California Public Resource Codes 4291, 4423, 4427, 
4431 (Clause 6). 
 

B. County Law.  The Holder must abide by county laws concerning hazard reduction 
around buildings and all other improvements at the communications site. 
 

C. Permits Required.  The Holder must secure a special written permit from the 
District Ranger or Designated Representative before engaging in any of the 
activities listed below. 
 

a. Burning/welding/cutting Permits.  (Issued by Forest Service)  
b. Air Pollution.  (Issued by State or County Air Pollution Control Districts) 
c. Construction.  New construction may require a separate Construction Fire 

Plan.  Construction cannot begin until the Authorized Officer determines 
that fire conditions (project activity level) are suitable for proposed 
activities.  Precautionary measures may include the presence of a fire 
patrol person whose responsibility shall be to patrol the operation for 
prevention and detection of fires and to take suppression action where 
necessary.  Precautionary measures may also include the presence of an 
engine crew for initial attack and/or water tender for dust abatement. 

 
D.   Smoking and Fire Rules.  Smoking shall not be permitted except in a barren area, 
in an area cleared to mineral soil at least three feet in diameter (CPRC 4423.4) or 
within vehicles or buildings, especially during fire season.  Holder shall post signs 
regarding smoking and fire rules in conspicuous places for all employees to see.  
Holder shall require compliance with these rules.  Under no circumstances shall 
smoking be permitted during fire season while employees are operating light or heavy 
equipment, or walking or working in grass and woodlands. 
 
E.  Building, Storage and Parking Areas.  Equipment service areas, parking areas, 
and building areas shall be cleared of all flammable material for a radius of at least 30 
feet.  Small mobile or stationary engine (e.g. generator, air compressor, etc.) sites 
shall be cleared of flammable material for a radius of at least 15 feet from such 
engine.  Areas of the type described above must be approved in writing by the 
authorized officer. 
 
F.   Welding.  Holder shall confine welding activity to cleared areas having a 
minimum radius of ten feet measured from place of welding.  All terms of the 
welding permit must be met. 
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G.   Oil Filter and Glass Jugs.  Holder shall remove from National Forest System lands 
all oily rags and used oil filters.  Holder shall prohibit use of glass bottles and jugs at 
the site during all operations. 
 
H.   Communications.  When Holder, or any of its contractors, is working at the site, 
workers shall have a serviceable telephone, radio-telephone, or radio system 
connecting site with Holder's headquarters.  When such headquarters is at a location 
which makes communication to it clearly impractical, the Forest Service will accept a 
reasonable alternative location.  The communication system shall provide prompt and 
reliable communications between Holder's headquarters (or above stated alternative) 
and Forest Service via commercial telephone or radio system. 

 
5.    REPORT ALL WILDFIRES 
 
Holder and/or his/her employees shall report all fires to 911 or the San Bernardino 
National Forest Emergency Communication Center at (909) 383-5653. 
 
6.   CALIFORNIA PUBLIC RESOURCE CODES 
 

A. CPRC 4291 (Division 4, Part 2, Chapter 3) states:   
(a) A person who owns, leases, controls, operates, or maintains a building or 
structure in, upon, or adjoining a mountainous area, forest-covered lands, brush-
covered lands, grass-covered lands, or land that is covered with flammable 
material, shall at all times do all of the following: 

1) Maintain defensible space of 100 feet from each side and from the front and 
rear of the structure, but not beyond the property line except as provided in 
paragraph (2). The amount of fuel modification necessary shall take into 
account the flammability of the structure as affected by building material, 
building standards, location, and type of vegetation. Fuels shall be 
maintained in a condition so that a wildfire burning under average weather 
conditions would be unlikely to ignite the structure. This paragraph does 
not apply to single specimens of trees or other vegetation that are well-
pruned and maintained so as to effectively manage fuels and not form a 
means of rapidly transmitting fire from other nearby vegetation to a 
structure or from a structure to other nearby vegetation. The intensity of 
fuels management may vary within the 100-foot perimeter of the structure, 
the most intense being within the first 30 feet around the structure. 
Consistent with fuels management objectives, steps should be taken to 
minimize erosion. For the purposes of this paragraph, "fuel" means any 
combustible material, including petroleum-based products and wildland 
fuels.  

2) A greater distance than that required under paragraph (1) maybe required 
by state law, local ordinance, rule, or regulation. Clearance beyond the 
property line may only be required if the state law, local ordinance, rule, or 
regulation includes findings that the clearing is necessary to significantly 
reduce the risk of transmission of flame or heat sufficient to ignite the 
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structure, and there is no other feasible mitigation measure possible to 
reduce the risk of ignition or spread of wildfire to the structure. Clearance 
on adjacent property shall only be conducted following written consent by 
the adjacent landowner. 

3) An insurance company that insures an occupied dwelling or occupied 
structure may require a greater distance than that required under paragraph 
(1) if a fire expert, designated by the director, provides findings that the 
clearing is necessary to significantly reduce the risk of transmission of 
flame or heat sufficient to ignite the structure, and there is no other feasible 
mitigation measure possible to reduce the risk of ignition or spread of 
wildfire to the structure. The greater distance may not be beyond the 
property line unless allowed by state law, local ordinance, rule, or 
regulation. 

4) Remove that portion of a tree that extends within 10 feet of the outlet of a 
chimney or stovepipe. 

5) Maintain a tree, shrub, or other plant adjacent to or overhanging a building 
free of dead or dying wood. 

6)  Maintain the roof of a structure free of leaves, needles, or other vegetative 
materials. 
 

B. PRC 4423 states:  A person shall not burn any brush, stumps, logs, fallen timber, 
fallows, slash, grass-covered land, brush-covered land, forest-covered land, or 
other flammable material, in any state responsibility area, area receiving fire 
protection by  the department by contract, or upon federal lands administered by 
the United States Department of Agriculture or Department of the Interior, unless 
the person has a written permit from the department or its duly authorized 
representative or the authorized federal officer on federal lands administered by 
the United States Department of Agriculture or of the Interior and in strict 
accordance with the terms of the permit: 

 
a. At any time in Zone A. "Zone A" includes Mono, Inyo, San 

Bernardino, Santa Barbara, Ventura, Los Angeles, Orange, 
Riverside, San Diego, and Imperial Counties (PRC 4413). 

b. At any time in Zone B between May 1st and the date the director 
declares, by proclamation, that the hazardous fire conditions have 
abated for that year, or at any other time in Zone B during any year 
when the director has declared, by proclamation, that unusual fire 
hazard conditions exist in the area. 

The issuing agency may require the permittee to contact the agency to 
determine permit suspension status prior to burning.  

 
C. PRC 4427 states:  During any time of the year when burning permits are required 

in an area pursuant to this article, no person shall use or operate any motor, 
engine, boiler, stationary equipment, welding equipment, cutting torches, tar 
pots, or grinding devices from which a spark, fire, or flame may originate, which 
is located on or near any forest-covered land, brush-covered land, or grass-
covered land, without doing both of the following: 
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a. First clearing away all flammable material, including snags, from the area 
around such operation for a distance of 10 feet. 

b. Maintain one serviceable round point shovel with an overall length of not less 
than forty-six (46) inches and one backpack pump water-type fire extinguisher 
fully equipped and ready for use at the immediate area during the operation. 

 
This section does not apply to portable power saws and other portable tools 
powered by a gasoline-fueled internal combustion engine. (See Sec. 4431 re 
power saws). 

 
D. PRC 4431 states:  During any time of the year when burning permits are required 

in an area pursuant to this article, no person shall use or operate or cause to be 
operated in the area any portable saw, auger, drill, tamper, or other portable tool 
powered by a gasoline-fueled internal combustion engine on or near any forest-
covered land, within 25 feet of any flammable material, without providing and 
maintaining at the immediate locations of use or operation of the saw or tool, for 
firefighting purposes one serviceable round point shovel, with an overall length 
of not less than 46 inches, or one serviceable fire extinguisher.  The Director of 
Forestry shall by administrative regulation specify the type and size of fire 
extinguisher necessary to provide at least minimum assurance of controlling fire 
caused by use of portable power tools under various climatic and fuel conditions.  
The required fire tools shall at no time be farther from the point of operation of 
the power saw or tool than 25 feet with unrestricted access for the operator from 
the point of operation. 

 
E. PRC 4446 states:  Every person shall exercise reasonable care in the disposal of 

flammable material so that the material does not cause the inception of or spread 
of uncontrolled fire.  A person shall not burn any flammable material in any 
incinerator within any state responsibility area, area receiving fire protection by 
the State Forester by contract, or upon federal lands administered by the United 
States Department of Agriculture or Department of the Interior, unless the 
following minimum requirements are complied with: 

 
a. The area, within 10 feet of the exterior of the incinerator is maintained free and 

clear of all flammable material and vegetation. 
b. A screen constructed of a nonflammable material, with no greater than 1/4 inch 

mesh, or metal doors, close or cover each opening in the exterior of an 
incinerator to prevent the escape of flames, sparks, ashes or other burning 
material which might cause an uncontrolled fire. 

c. A permit is obtained prior to burning for the use of the incinerator pursuant to 
Section 4423 and all other applicable provisions of law. 

 
NO INCINERATORS ARE PERMITTED AT  

CAJON SUMMIT COMMUNICATIONS SITE 
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APPENDIX G - Guidelines for Protection and Conservation of Bird Species at 

Mountain Top Communications Sites, USDA Forest Service 
(Forest Land Management Plan,  

Design Criteria for the Southern California National Forests, Part 3, Appendix G, page 69) 
 
The four southern California national forests are comprised of the Angeles, Cleveland, Los 
Padres and San Bernardino National Forests.  A major program administered by these national 
forests is the issuance and administration of special-use authorizations for communications 
facilities at designated communications sites.  The following guidelines have been developed and 
adopted by the four southern California national forests as a supplement to communications site 
management plan, for the protection and conservation of bird species covered by the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act and/or Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. 
 
I: Guidelines for Communication Tower Siting, Construction, Operation, Maintenance and 
Decommissioning 
 
New towers shall be the same or lesser tower heights as existing towers at the site and no more 
than 199 feet above ground level (AGL), and shall not require guy wires. 
 
Towers shall be unlighted if Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) regulations permit.  If 
towers requiring lights for aviation safety must be constructed, the minimum amount of pilot 
warning and obstruction avoidance lighting required by the FAA should be used.  Unless 
otherwise required by the FAA, only white (preferable) or red strobe lights should be used at 
night, and these should be the minimum number, minimum intensity, and minimum number of 
flashes per minute (longest duration between flashes) allowable by the FAA.  The use of solid red 
or pulsating red warning lights at night should be avoided. 
 
Any existing tower using guy wires shall have daytime visual markers on the wires to prevent 
collisions by diurnally moving species.  Spacing of markers should be at 10-foot intervals for 
smaller ‘tags’ and at 20-foot intervals for larger more linear ‘flight diverter’ structures. 
 
In order to reduce the number of towers needed in the future, providers shall design new towers 
structurally and electrically to accommodate the applicant/licensee’s antennas and comparable 
antennas for multiple users. 
 
Security lighting for on-ground facilities and equipment should be down-shielded to keep light 
within the boundaries of the site. 
 
Stand pipes and/or open pipes should be covered or screened to prevent avian entrapment. 
 
Towers, facilities and structures no longer in use or determined to be obsolete should be removed. 
 
Road access to mountain top communications sites must be adequate to support construction, 
maintenance and demolition of facilities.  Communication service providers responsible for 
construction activities must notify the Forest Service prior to removal of equipment and structures 
to assess access needs. 
 
II: Additional Guidelines for Other Structures Associated with Communication Towers and 
Sites 
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Place anti-perching materials along the top of open horizontal surfaces at tower tops or protruding 
arms of other tall vertical structures. 
 
Place anti-perching materials or devices along the top edge of flat rooftops or roof ridges of 
equipment buildings or other similar structures located within the communication site. 
 
Cover all microwave dishes with radome covers and place anti-perching materials or devices 
along the top quarter-arch of the front edge of dishes capable of supporting a perching condor 
(approximately 20 pounds per bird). 
 
Place anti-perching materials or devices along the top surface of horizontal coverings or tracks 
holding wave-guides capable of supporting a condor. 
 
Keep all trash, garbage or excess scrap materials removed from the communications site, or 
placed in enclosed structures not accessible to condors or other large bird species. 
 
Secure all loose wires or netting to prevent accidental entrapment of large birds.  Placement of 
wires in conduit is also recommended where feasible. 
 
Cover or otherwise protect external fiberglass type insulation or other soft materials, which could 
be ripped apart or ingested by condors or other large birds. 
 
Cover all spill retention or catchment basins or other open structures that may collect and hold 
water or other liquids, which condors or other birds may attempt to drink. 
 
Cover or screen all large drains, conduits or other similar openings, which are large enough for a 
condor to walk into to prevent potential entrapment. 
 
All doors and windows on buildings or other structures shall be designed to ensure they remain 
closed when not occupied by personnel to prevent accidental entry and entrapment of condors or 
other species. 
 
Cyclone type fencing or other similar security fencing or walls surrounding equipment or other 
structures should be designed and located to avoid the potential for accidental entrapment of 
condors or eagles. 
 
Place raptor guards or other anti-perching materials or devices along the upper surface of the 
horizontal cross arms of electrical power poles at communications facilities, which could serve as 
perches for larger birds. 
 
Fuel storage tanks associated with generators and other facilities shall meet current fire 
department, federal, state, and local safety and hazardous materials requirements.  Fuel storage 
shall be consolidated into one tank large enough to accommodate all tenants in a facility. 
 
For guidance on markers and other anti-perching devices, see Avian Power Line Interaction 
Committee (APLIC). 2006. Suggested Practices for Avian Protection on Power Lines: The State 
of the Art in 2006. Public Interest Energy Research Program (PIER) Final Project Report CEC-
500-2006-022. Edison Electric Institute, APLIC, and the California Energy Commission. 
Washington D.C. and Sacramento, California.  Avian Power Line Interaction Committee 
(APLIC). 2012. Reducing Avian Collisions with Power Lines: The State of the Art in 2012. 
Edison Electric Institute and APLIC, Washington D.C. APLIC's website is http://www.aplic.org/. 
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Condor Identification 
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