
From: George Nickols
To: JaniceRutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods
Date: Friday, September 4, 2020 12:39:45 PM

I urge you to vote no on the Church of the Woods proposed project. There are so
many negatives about this project but the one that concerns me most is evacuation
safety in a natural disaster. Forest fires are a reality and will become more so with
global warming. I fear for the safety of my family if they need to evacuate with
thousands of others on the two lane highway.

Thank you,

Rheva Nickols
26563 Hwy 189
Twin Peaks

mailto:nickols15@sbcglobal.net
mailto:JaniceRutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov


From: Jason Shefts
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the woods
Date: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 6:23:16 AM

I Vote NO.

Jason Shefts

CWI/ATR & FACILITY SUPERVISOR

A & J TRAINING TRUST FUND

Office: 310.604.0892

Welding Bay: 909.824.5881

225 S. Rancho Ave | Colton, CA 92324

www.ajtraining.org

mailto:aj.jasonshefts@yahoo.com
mailto:Janice.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov
http://www.ajtraining.org/


From: Tina West
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods
Date: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 9:06:06 AM

Dear Ms. Rutherford,
I am writing once again to urge you to vote "NO" o the Church of the Woods Project.  I have
live in the mountains since 1976 and have seen many projects started and then halted scarring
the land.  There is an abundance of reasons to vote "No" on this project, from environmental to
traffic concerns.
Thank you for your time,
Tina West

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail and any attachments may contain non-public,
confidential or legally privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, you are
notified that any unlawful interception, disclosure, printing, copying, distribution or use of the
contents is prohibited under the Electronic Communication Privacy Act, 18 USCA 2510, 18
USCA 2511 and any applicable laws. If you received this in error, please notify the sender by
reply e-mail and delete this message.

mailto:tina_west@rimsd.k12.ca.us
mailto:Janice.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov


From: Jeff Cooper
To: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods
Date: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 6:21:51 PM

VOTE NO!!!
THANK YOU!!!

mailto:calicoop01@aol.com
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov


From: debbithues@aol.com
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods - Sonrise project in Lake Arrowhead
Date: Friday, September 4, 2020 12:43:59 PM

I am writing to say that I vote NO on this project.

This will cause significant disruption of watershed, wildlife and drainage to the Lake.

Clear cutting of forest for this MEGA church when a satisfactory Church is here now
in Arrowhead is simply a step way too far.

7 stoplights required!
There are NO STOPLIGHTS in Lake Arrowhead!

17 acres of clear cutting forest that stands on Little Bear Creek! Totally unnecessary!

Other options like a school no longer being used has been offered and rejected for no
good reason would not cause such devistation.

I am not the only one who feels this way I have spoken with countless full time
residents like myself who feel the same.

Please hear us when we say NO to this proposed church project.

I will be attending the FINAL PUBLIC HEARING on September 15 hoping to have my
(and others) voices heard.

Thank you.

Debbi Thues
27685 Saint Bernard Lane
PO BOX 1734
Lake Arrowhead Ca 92352

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy Note9, an AT&T 5G Evolution capable smartphone

mailto:debbithues@aol.com
mailto:Janice.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov


From: Young, Donna
To: Rowe, Dawn; BOS District Secretaries
Cc: McBride, Gary; Blakemore, Michelle; Hernandez, Leonard - CAO; Alexander-Kelley, Penny; Rahhal, Terri; Duron,

Heidi - LUS; Nievez, Tom; Brizzee, Bart; Searles, Jason; Michl, Susan (CAO); Andrade, Eva; Sonick, Chrystale;
Toothaker, Sarah; Biggs, Lupe; Monell, Lynna; Garzaro, Denise

Subject: BOS Correspondence Re: Church of the Woods
Date: Monday, September 21, 2020 8:47:21 AM
Attachments: Church of the Woods Sonrise Project.msg

image001.png
Sonrise in the Woods Rimforest CA.msg
Sonrise in the woods project.msg

Good morning:
 
Attached please find email correspondence regarding the Church of the Woods Project received by the
Clerk of the Board on 09/18-19/20 from:
 
1.     Larry and Linda Lane – Lake Arrowhead, CA
2.     Lyle B. Barkley
3.     Daniel S. Jahelka
 
Donna A. Young
Executive Secretary III
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
Phone: 909-387-3848
Fax: 909-387-4554
385 North Arrowhead Avenue, 2nd Floor
San Bernardino, CA  92415-0130

SBCounty Logo

 

Our job is to create a county in which those who reside and invest can prosper and achieve well-being.
www.SBCounty.gov
 
County of San Bernardino Confidentiality Notice: This communication contains confidential information sent solely for the use of the
intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient of this communication, you are not authorized to use it in any manner, except to
immediately destroy it and notify the sender.
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mailto:lmonell@cob.sbcounty.gov
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http://www.sbcounty.gov/
http://www.sbcounty.gov/

Church of the Woods Sonrise Project

		From

		Linda Lane

		To

		Supervisor Hagman; Supervisor Gonzales; Supervisor Lovingood; Supervisor Rutherford; COB - Internet E-Mail; Supervisor Rowe

		Recipients

		Supervisor.Hagman@bos.sbcounty.gov; SupervisorGonzales@sbcounty.gov; SupervisorLovingood@sbcounty.gov; Supervisor.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov; COB@sbcounty.gov; Supervisor.Rowe@bos.sbcounty.gov



Dear Supervisors:





	We are writing to ask you to please approve the Sonrise Project in Rimforest, Ca. My wife and I have been full time residents in Lake Arrowhead since 2009 and members of Church of the Woods during that same time period. We have been proud of the outreach efforts of our Church. What has been missing is a facility for the youth to congregate that is safe and supervised.  The Sonrise Project will provide a ballfield/soccer field for community use, a youth center with a gymnasium, youth activities for the whole mountain community, a rock climbing wall and volleyball courts. These facilities will be a safe and supervised haven for the youth on the mountain. The mountain community has lacked an area for the youth to congregate where they can feel safe and that is supervised. The Sonrise Project will provide this much needed facility for our mountain youth.  





Thank you,


Larry and Linda Lane


Lake Arrowhead, Ca.









Sonrise in the Woods, Rimforest, CA

		From

		Lyle Barkley

		To

		supervisorhagman@bos.sbcounty.gov; Supervisor Gonzales; Supervisor Rowe; COB - Internet E-Mail; Supervisor Rutherford; Supervisor Lovingood

		Cc

		Lyle Barkley

		Recipients

		lylebarkley@hotmail.com; supervisorhagman@bos.sbcounty.gov; SupervisorGonzales@sbcounty.gov; Supervisor.Rowe@bos.sbcounty.gov; COB@sbcounty.gov; Supervisor.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov; SupervisorLovingood@sbcounty.gov



Dear Supervisors,





     We know you are working diligently to keep our mountain safe during these stressful times, and we appreciate all you do.





     I have lived on the mountain for 38 years, I raised my family here, I am a business owner and community leader. This is my home and I respect nature and the environment.





     My wife and I have been members of Church of the Woods since 2010. We are in favor of the approval and development of Sonrise of the Woods project.





     This project will benefit all ages, young and old alike.  I have been involved in programs with positive influence for our youth for many years.  Our community is in need of a safe place where all can gather (social distancing), during the week, weekends & after hours, this is not offered in many facilities.





     The location is centrally located, and could also be helpful for 1st responders in emergency situations on the mountain.





Thank you for giving attention to this important project.





Sincerely,


Lyle B Barkley





Sent from my iPhone








Sonrise in the woods project

		From

		Dons Auto Supply

		To

		Supervisor Hagman; Supervisor Gonzales; Supervisor Lovingood; Supervisor Rowe; Supervisor Rutherford; COB - Internet E-Mail

		Recipients

		Supervisor.Hagman@bos.sbcounty.gov; SupervisorGonzales@sbcounty.gov; SupervisorLovingood@sbcounty.gov; Supervisor.Rowe@bos.sbcounty.gov; Supervisor.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov; COB@sbcounty.gov







Don’s Auto Supply 2 Inc.





26561 Hwy 18 Rimforest, Ca 92378





909.336.2025





Dons2auto@aol.com





Donsautosupply2.com





 





San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors





Re: Sonrise in the Woods project





Dear Board,





I am sharing my viewpoint as a longtime resident of over 45 years, and a local business owner of 37 years.  My business happens to be within two blocks of the proposed church site.  I can’t imagine anyone with more of a vested interest in the well being of our mountain, and this area specifically.  I see this plan as a plus for our community. It provides places for the young, and the old for that matter to gather.  Both outdoors with its soccer/recreational field, picnic areas, basketball, and volleyball courts etc. And indoors as well with its library, and gymnasium.  Safe recreation and gathering places for our young people should be first, and foremost on our minds moving forward as a community.





As well as the positive impact the facility will provide in and of itself.  It has a twofold benefit of also moving the existing outgrown church from its residential address to a more suitable location.





I urge you to vote in favor of this project.





Warm regards,





Daniel S. Jahelka 
CEO Don’s Auto Supply 2 Inc. 










Sonrise in the woods letter to supervisors.docx
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			Don’s Auto Supply 2 Inc.


26561 Hwy 18 Rimforest, Ca 92378


909.336.2025


Dons2auto@aol.com


Donsautosupply2.com











San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors


Re: Sonrise in the Woods project


Dear Board,


I am sharing my viewpoint as a longtime resident of over 45 years, and a local business owner of 37 years.  My business happens to be within two blocks of the proposed church site.  I can’t imagine anyone with more of a vested interest in the well being of our mountain, and this area specifically.  I see this plan as a plus for our community. It provides places for the young, and the old for that matter to gather.  Both outdoors with its soccer/recreational field, picnic areas, basketball, and volleyball courts etc. And indoors as well with its library, and gymnasium.  Safe recreation and gathering places for our young people should be first, and foremost on our minds moving forward as a community.


As well as the positive impact the facility will provide in and of itself.  It has a twofold benefit of also moving the existing outgrown church from its residential address to a more suitable location.


I urge you to vote in favor of this project. 


Warm regards,


Daniel S. Jahelka 
CEO Don’s Auto Supply 2 Inc. 








From: Young, Donna
To: Rowe, Dawn; BOS District Secretaries
Cc: McBride, Gary; Blakemore, Michelle; Hernandez, Leonard - CAO; Alexander-Kelley, Penny; Rahhal, Terri; Duron,

Heidi - LUS; Nievez, Tom; Brizzee, Bart; Searles, Jason; Michl, Susan (CAO); Andrade, Eva; Sonick, Chrystale;
Toothaker, Sarah; Biggs, Lupe; Monell, Lynna

Subject: BOS Correspondence Re: Church of the Woods aka Sonrise in the Woods
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 8:22:30 AM
Attachments: Endorsement of Sonrise in the Woods.msg
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Sonrise in the Woods Project.msg

Good morning:
 
Attached please find email correspondence regarding the Church of the Woods Project received by the
Clerk of the Board on 09/29/20 from:
 
1.     Everett Davis
2.     Alise Horak Davis
 
Donna A. Young
Executive Secretary III
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
Phone: 909-387-3848
Fax: 909-387-4554
385 North Arrowhead Avenue, 2nd Floor
San Bernardino, CA  92415-0130

SBCounty Logo

 

Our job is to create a county in which those who reside and invest can prosper and achieve well-being.
www.SBCounty.gov
 
County of San Bernardino Confidentiality Notice: This communication contains confidential information sent solely for the use of the
intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient of this communication, you are not authorized to use it in any manner, except to
immediately destroy it and notify the sender.
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Endorsement of Sonrise in the Woods

		From

		davisena@charter.net

		To

		COB - Internet E-Mail

		Recipients

		COB@sbcounty.gov



                                                                                                                 September 29, 2020





 





Dear County Supervisor,





Thank you for your service and hard work for our county.  I am writing to endorse and ask for your approval of the Sonrise in the Woods project.





1. I’m a participant of Men’s Community Bible Study, a weekly study for men from all across the mountain, regardless of their church affiliation. Church of the Woods has provided the use of their facilities for men to meet together for many years without charging.





2. We have found that men attending the weekly men’s study at Church of the Woods become more engaged with their families, the needs of their respective communities and more active in their churches.





3. The Sonrise in the Woods facility would provide a central location which would allow more men to participate in the weekly Men’s Community Bible Study.





4. The Sonrise in the Woods facility will provide badly needed outdoor and indoor recreational facilities. This is a huge benefit to all, especially to children and youth.





5. I, for one, will appreciate and look forward to this facility which will be an asset and encouragement to me and my family.





Thank you for your thoughtful consideration and approval of this much needed facility here in the San Bernardino Mountains.





Sincerely,





Everett Davis





  












Sonrise in the Woods Project

		From

		Alise Davis

		To

		COB - Internet E-Mail

		Recipients

		COB@sbcounty.gov



Please consider voting to allow the Sonrise in the Woods Project.





I have been a resident of the mountains since 1978 and I am a retired Rim of the World School District teacher. My two children were born at Mountains Community Hospital and graduated from Rim of the World High School. 





I know the huge need in the mountains for children, youth and adults to have places for organized sports and activities. 





The Sonrise Project would provide SAFE and APPROPRIATE places for community ball games from soccer and baseball to volleyball. It would also provide a youth center, gymnasium and nursery school facilities. 





The Sonrise Project would be appropriately built in the town of Rim Forest and yet would not be very visible from Highway 18. The buildings and grounds would be a beautiful addition to the town.





Please consider the needs of the people of the mountain communities. Please vote yes. 





Sincerely,





Alise Horak Davis












From: Young, Donna
To: Rowe, Dawn; BOS District Secretaries
Cc: McBride, Gary; Blakemore, Michelle; Hernandez, Leonard - CAO; Alexander-Kelley, Penny; Rahhal, Terri; Duron,

Heidi - LUS; Nievez, Tom; Brizzee, Bart; Searles, Jason; Michl, Susan (CAO); Andrade, Eva; Sonick, Chrystale;
Toothaker, Sarah; Biggs, Lupe; Monell, Lynna; Garzaro, Denise

Subject: BOS Correspondence Re: Church of the Woods aka Sonrise in the Woods
Date: Thursday, September 24, 2020 8:40:52 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Sonrise in the Woods Project.msg
Sonrise in the Woods.msg

Good morning:
 
Attached please find email correspondence regarding the Church of the Woods Project received by the
Clerk of the Board on 09/23/20 from:
 
1.     Karla Banninger – Twin Peaks, CA
2.     Amanda Hawley – Lake Arrowhead, CA
 
Donna A. Young
Executive Secretary III
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
Phone: 909-387-3848
Fax: 909-387-4554
385 North Arrowhead Avenue, 2nd Floor
San Bernardino, CA  92415-0130

SBCounty Logo

 

Our job is to create a county in which those who reside and invest can prosper and achieve well-being.
www.SBCounty.gov
 
County of San Bernardino Confidentiality Notice: This communication contains confidential information sent solely for the use of the
intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient of this communication, you are not authorized to use it in any manner, except to
immediately destroy it and notify the sender.
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Sonrise in the Woods Project

		From

		Karla

		To

		Supervisor Hagman; Supervisor Gonzales; Supervisor Lovingood; Supervisor Rowe; COB - Internet E-Mail

		Recipients

		Supervisor.Hagman@bos.sbcounty.gov; SupervisorGonzales@sbcounty.gov; SupervisorLovingood@sbcounty.gov; Supervisor.Rowe@bos.sbcounty.gov; COB@sbcounty.gov



Good Afternoon,


I am writing to you regarding the project here in Lake Arrowhead, Sonrise in the Woods. We have currently been working on this project for close to 20 years. We have complied with all environmental impact reports, and been accommodating to requests made by those who oppose the project. 


The big picture is that we need a place here in the mountains for those of us who live here full time, a place for our families to spend time together, a positive place for our young people to congregate. This would provide all of those things.


One of the biggest challenges living here in the mountains is finding something for the youth to do. There are not a lot of options, and when they become bored, they can look for things that are not positive to do. By providing this place, it would allow them a community environment to get together, play basketball, baseball, skateboard, or just hang out. There will be a gym that will also allow them to spend time together while being overseen by youth pastors, providing a wholesome environment. 


We are not talking about a "mega church". I am sure you have all seen the plans, and the size of the sanctuary, this is about community and a place for everyone to gather.


Just recently, we here in the mountains have been faced again with fire. This facility could provide a gathering place for people who live here during crisis, before evacuation down the hill. It could provide a point where the County could do outreaches to the community here in the mountains, providing information on programs available to them. 


This project is not just about a church, it is about a community and a gathering place.


I have lived in Twin Peaks for over 23 years. I wish when my children were growing up they would have had a place like this. 


Please vote to approve our project.





Regards,


Karla Banninger








Sonrise in the Woods

		From

		Hawley Family

		To

		Supervisor Hagman; Supervisor Gonzales; Supervisor Lovingood; Supervisor Rowe; Supervisor Rutherford; COB - Internet E-Mail

		Recipients

		Supervisor.Hagman@bos.sbcounty.gov; SupervisorGonzales@sbcounty.gov; SupervisorLovingood@sbcounty.gov; Supervisor.Rowe@bos.sbcounty.gov; Supervisor.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov; COB@sbcounty.gov



Dear Supervisors,


     I am very excited about the Sonrise in the Woods Project! I have


lived in the Lake Arrowhead area for my entire life. Our community has


a need for safe areas for children and teens to spend their time, and


the Sonrise Project will bring those safe areas.  I look forward to


taking my daughter to the playgrounds, and watching her and her peers


play sports on the field.


    In my 39 years as a resident I have seen several changes in our


mountain communities. We have lost recreation areas such as the


skating rink, and a little league field. Our schools have cut several


elective courses, due to lack of funding. It is time to invest some of


our resources back into supporting our children. The Sonrise Project


will provide two new playgrounds, a community ballfield, nature


trails, and a gym. All of these resources will help the children in


our community thrive.


    When this project was in its earliest stages I dreamed of getting


married at the beautiful new sanctuary. That did not happen for me,


but I know that my family and I will make many great memories at the


facilities of Sonrise in the Woods. As a mom, teacher, and community


member I urge you to carefully look at the benefits of the Sonrise in


the Woods project.





Thank you for your time.





Sincerely,


Amanda Hawley









From: Young, Donna
To: Rowe, Dawn; BOS District Secretaries
Cc: McBride, Gary; Blakemore, Michelle; Hernandez, Leonard - CAO; Alexander-Kelley, Penny; Rahhal, Terri; Duron,

Heidi - LUS; Nievez, Tom; Brizzee, Bart; Searles, Jason; Michl, Susan (CAO); Andrade, Eva; Sonick, Chrystale;
Toothaker, Sarah; Biggs, Lupe; Monell, Lynna; Garzaro, Denise

Subject: BOS Correspondence Re: Church of the Woods aka Sonrise in the Woods
Date: Friday, September 25, 2020 8:16:49 AM
Attachments: Church of the Woods Project LAKE ARROWHEAD.msg

Sonrise in the woods IN FAVOR LETTER.msg
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Good morning:
 
Attached please find email correspondence regarding the Church of the Woods Project received by the
Clerk of the Board on 09/24/20 from:
 
1.     Jennifer Banninger
2.     Shawn Bontjes
 
Donna A. Young
Executive Secretary III
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
Phone: 909-387-3848
Fax: 909-387-4554
385 North Arrowhead Avenue, 2nd Floor
San Bernardino, CA  92415-0130

SBCounty Logo

 

Our job is to create a county in which those who reside and invest can prosper and achieve well-being.
www.SBCounty.gov
 
County of San Bernardino Confidentiality Notice: This communication contains confidential information sent solely for the use of the
intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient of this communication, you are not authorized to use it in any manner, except to
immediately destroy it and notify the sender.
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Church of the Woods Project LAKE ARROWHEAD

		From

		Jennifer Banninger

		To

		COB - Internet E-Mail

		Recipients

		COB@sbcounty.gov



Dear Board of Supervisors,                                                   September 24, 2020





 





Thank you for your service! I not only want the County to approve Church of the Woods project, but the mountain needs it!!!! I grew up on the mountain as am a resident of 30 years. However, there was nothing to do up there as a child! There is no more ice-skating rink (located in Blue Jay), and the Rim Bowling & Entertainment Center in Crestline is not a safe place for children to “hang out” due to the lack of supervision and the homeless that have started to roam around (look at the crime log for CRESTLINE). Amenities are slowly deteriorating as well as the roads (no sidewalks make it unsafe for children to even take a walk or ride a bike). Grandview and Lake Gregory elementary schools have been closed down, so is the park that was on both of those campuses. The mountain does not provide any amenities for children to be in one place that is a safe place as well as a conveniently located, that is FREE! 





The Church of the Woods project would provide many fun activities that are safe, and clean for the children/teenagers to be. The Church would be a great addition to that area since it is centrally located on Highway 18 in a 35mph zone. Church of the Woods has been an upstanding model in the past and as a church and it will continue to be ran the same way for residents in the community. This is a no brainer on why the county should approve this project… it would generate a safe place for kids/teenagers to congregate as well as provide much needed exercise actives for the children at NO COST TO THE TAXPAYER!  I absolutely urge you all to approve the project, it cannot hurt the mountain community! Please help to keep our kids out of the rampid drug problem on the mountain by approving this project, to help keep them busy and supervised!   





Thank you,  





Jennifer Banninger 





(909) 289.9504 





 





 





 














Sonrise in the woods "IN FAVOR" LETTER

		From

		capactance@aol.com

		To

		Supervisor Hagman; Supervisor Gonzales; Supervisor Lovingood; Supervisor Rowe; Supervisor Rutherford; COB - Internet E-Mail

		Recipients

		Supervisor.Hagman@bos.sbcounty.gov; SupervisorGonzales@sbcounty.gov; SupervisorLovingood@sbcounty.gov; Supervisor.Rowe@bos.sbcounty.gov; Supervisor.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov; COB@sbcounty.gov



Dear Board of Supervisors,


This letter is being written to URGE your approval of the Church of the Woods project.


I have been a resident for over 35 years now and have a daughter who I am raising who will have nothing to keep her busy in the mountains. As a child who grew up on the mountain with only a small number of other children this would have beneficial for me to have a place near my home that would have allowed me to play. The benefits for the project would be as follows: Good location, zero cost for the child and parent, close to the bus stop at the bottom of bear springs road, safe, appealing for different ages due to the amenities among providing positive role models for the children who live on the mountain. There is a lack of amenities up on the mountain, with schools closing and the schools don’t have playgrounds that can be occupied since they are all locked up. I am not fortunate enough to own a home in the woods so I don’t have lake access or else that may be fun. However, with the new project in place we could definitely use it!


 Please, allow this project to be completed! Thank you for your service.


Sincerely, 


Shawn Bontjes










From: Young, Donna
To: Rowe, Dawn; BOS District Secretaries
Cc: McBride, Gary; Blakemore, Michelle; Hernandez, Leonard - CAO; Alexander-Kelley, Penny; Rahhal, Terri; Duron,

Heidi - LUS; Nievez, Tom; Brizzee, Bart; Searles, Jason; Michl, Susan (CAO); Andrade, Eva; Sonick, Chrystale;
Toothaker, Sarah; Biggs, Lupe; Monell, Lynna; Garzaro, Denise

Subject: BOS Correspondence Re: Church of the Woods
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 7:53:37 AM
Attachments: Church of the Woods Sonrise Project support for approval.msg

image001.png
Sonrise in the Woods Project.msg

Good morning:
 
Attached please find email correspondence regarding the Church of the Woods Project received by the
Clerk of the Board on 09/16/20 from:
 
1.     Greg Morgon – Blue Jay, CA
2.     Wayne and Diane Oestreich – Lake Arrowhead, CA
 
Donna A. Young
Executive Secretary III
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
Phone: 909-387-3848
Fax: 909-387-4554
385 North Arrowhead Avenue, 2nd Floor
San Bernardino, CA  92415-0130

SBCounty Logo

 

Our job is to create a county in which those who reside and invest can prosper and achieve well-being.
www.SBCounty.gov
 
County of San Bernardino Confidentiality Notice: This communication contains confidential information sent solely for the use of the
intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient of this communication, you are not authorized to use it in any manner, except to
immediately destroy it and notify the sender.
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Church of the Woods Sonrise Project support for approval

		From

		gmorgon@aol.com

		To

		COB - Internet E-Mail

		Recipients

		COB@sbcounty.gov










San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors





385 N. Arrowhead Avenue





San Bernardino, CA 92415





 





August 15, 2020               





 





Dear Chairman Hagman, Vice-Chair Gonzales, Supervisor Lovingood, Supervisor Rutherford, and Supervisor Rowe,





 





I am writing to encourage your support for the long-delayed construction approval for the Lake Arrowhead Church of the Woods Sonrise project.  As a 20+ year mountain resident, I have attended this Church, which is a vital part of the community and provides essential services to our diverse population.  For over 16 years the Church has followed each requirement and meticulously adhered to every regulation to move forward on constructing a new campus that will meet the needs of the congregation, in addition to the growing outreach attending to the needs of our communities.  This project, in the appropriately zoned industrial/commercial area, will provide desperately needed resources to our mountain area to support families, youth, and seniors, while ensuring responsible guardianship of this privately held wooded land.  





 





It is appalling to witness the false and misleading hyperbole from well funded no-growth organizations and the individuals who have digested the misinformation they publicly espouse.  These groups and individuals truly have no interest in reaching consensus in land management or providing essential support and service to the community.  Contrary to published opposition statements, this project has complied with all environmental requirements, governmental regulations, traffic management concerns, and disaster/emergency preparation protocol.  





 





The Project, as documented by exhaustive study, will have no negative impact on Little Bear Creek, or the quality of any runoff water.  The single traffic signal required for the project will have considerable less effect on traffic than the existing traffic light at the nearby Sky Park commercial development.  Less than one-half of the 28 acre tract will be responsibly developed and the remaining property will remain permanently undeveloped.  





 





For the benefit of our community, and responsible preservation of our forested land, I urge you to approve this project.  





 





Regards, Greg Morgon





PO Box 1708, Blue Jay CA 92317





909.754.4082










Church of the Woods Sonrise Board letter.pdf
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San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors 
385 N. Arrowhead Avenue 
San Bernardino, CA 92415 
 
August 15, 2020  
 
Dear Chairman Hagman, Vice-Chair Gonzales, Supervisor Lovingood, Supervisor Rutherford, and 
Supervisor Rowe,  
 
I am writing to encourage your support for the long-delayed construction approval for the Lake 
Arrowhead Church of the Woods Sonrise project.  As a 20+ year mountain resident, I have attended this 
Church, which is a vital part of the community and provides essential services to our diverse population.  
For over 16 years the Church has followed each requirement and meticulously adhered to every 
regulation to move forward on constructing a new campus that will meet the needs of the congregation, 
in addition to the growing outreach attending to the needs of our communities.  This project, in the 
appropriately zoned industrial/commercial area, will provide desperately needed resources to our 
mountain area to support families, youth, and seniors, while ensuring responsible guardianship of this 
privately held wooded land.   
 
It is appalling to witness the false and misleading hyperbole from well funded no-growth organizations 
and the individuals who have digested the misinformation they publicly espouse.  These groups and 
individuals truly have no interest in reaching consensus in land management or providing essential 
support and service to the community.  Contrary to published opposition statements, this project has 
complied with all environmental requirements, governmental regulations, traffic management concerns, 
and disaster/emergency preparation protocol.   
 
The Project, as documented by exhaustive study, will have no negative impact on Little Bear Creek, or 
the quality of any runoff water.  The single traffic signal required for the project will have considerable 
less effect on traffic than the existing traffic light at the nearby Sky Park commercial development.  Less 
than one-half of the 28 acre tract will be responsibly developed and the remaining property will remain 
permanently undeveloped.   
 
For the benefit of our community, and responsible preservation of our forested land, I urge you to 
approve this project.   
 
Regards, Greg Morgon 
PO Box 1708, Blue Jay CA 92317 
909.754.4082 














Sonrise in the Woods Project

		From

		Wayne and Diane Oestreich

		To

		Supervisor Hagman; Supervisor Gonzales; Supervisor Lovingood; Supervisor Rowe; Supervisor Rutherford; COB - Internet E-Mail

		Recipients

		Supervisor.Hagman@bos.sbcounty.gov; SupervisorGonzales@sbcounty.gov; SupervisorLovingood@sbcounty.gov; Supervisor.Rowe@bos.sbcounty.gov; Supervisor.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov; COB@sbcounty.gov



Dear San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors,





 





Please approve of the proposed Church of the Woods construction project on Rim of the World Highway.  The project has been held up for 16 years on the strength of issues that have been refuted or corrected in the process of seeking approval.   The naysayers seem to want to stop all projects on our mountain. 





 





Here are the reasons for our recommendation of approving this project: 





 





1.     This thoughtfully and carefully designed campus has gone through 16 years of scrutiny and is environmentally sound.  The EIR document is thorough and fair.





2.     The Sonrise in the Woods property is zoned IC (Industrial/Commercial); a church will have less impact on the environment than other commercial projects.  This church ministers to many across this mountain, and the location on Highway 18 will allow greater influence and accessibility.  It will be a positive benefit for our whole mountain community.





3.     The current location of Church of the Woods in a residential area causes traffic concerns and noise issues and complaints when there are outside gatherings—as they have found during the current Covid-19 pandemic when they were forced to meet outside.





 





Identified needs that will be met by a community center and church on the property are:





 





1.     Youth on our mountain will have a much-needed safe place to gather where they can engage in healthy activities in the youth center and recreation venues and find spiritual hope.





2.     Children will have local playgrounds with quality play areas for families to enjoy.





3.     A combination soccer and baseball field will meet a pressing need for mountain teams and fun activities





4.     Church of the Woods currently is happy to allow many public organizations to use their facilities, and that will continue (various clubs, Fife and Drum, Community Bible Study, Boy Scouts, blood drives and others).





 





Please approve this project and allow Sonrise in the Woods to show people the love and hope that is so needed in our world today.





 





 





Thank you,





 





Wayne and Diane Oestreich





Lake Arrowhead












From: Colleen rose
To: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Against Church if the woods expansion
Date: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 6:50:53 PM

I am against expanding church of the woods as this is putting local residents at risk in a
disaster. Putting wildlife at risk. We do not need a 300 parking space in our community!

Get Outlook for Android

mailto:colleenrosen@hotmail.com
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov
https://aka.ms/ghei36


From: Linda Berry
To: janice.rutherford@sbcounty.gov
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods
Date: Friday, August 28, 2020 7:58:14 AM

Subject: Church of the Woods, Lake Arrowhead

Attention: Janice Rutherford and Heidi Duron

I strongly oppose and ask you to VOTE NO on the new Church of the
Woods development proposal along Hwy 18..

It would be a disaster to see the 17 acres of trees, natural creek,
animal habitat and  natural forest destroyed. The increased traffic and
additional stop lights will impede traffic flow and the impact on the
environment will be detrimental to those of us that live on the
mountain. Please put a stop to this location!

Yours truly,

Linda Berry
Lake Arrowhead, CA 92352
909-337-1444

mailto:berry2577@icloud.com
mailto:janice.rutherford@sbcounty.gov
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov


From: Berry"s
To: Supervisor Janice Rutherford; Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods
Date: Friday, August 28, 2020 8:04:48 AM

Subject: Church of the Woods, Lake Arrowhead

Attention: Janice Rutherford and Heidi Duron

I strongly oppose and ask you to VOTE NO on the new
Church of the Woods development proposal along Hwy
18..

It would be a disaster to see the 17 acres of trees, natural
creek, animal habitat and  natural forest destroyed. The
increased traffic and additional stop lights will impede
traffic flow and the impact on the environment will be
detrimental to those of us that live on the mountain.
Please put a stop to this location!

Yours truly,

Linda Berry
Lake Arrowhead, CA 92352
909-337-1444

mailto:berry2577@charter.net
mailto:Janicerutherford@public.govdelivery.com
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov


From: CAROL CHAMBERLIN
To: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods
Date: Friday, August 28, 2020 6:43:16 PM

I vote No, No, as it will mess up our beautiful mountain.  Stop lights, no way.
Carol Chamberlin

mailto:carolannchamber@gmail.com
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov


From: kbrunk0541@charter.net
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods
Date: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 1:47:56 PM

Please stop this project.  It is way too large for the mountain community.  Installation of 7 new
signals will create traffic jams.

Clearing of 17 acres of forest and watershed creek area is not helpful to a mountain area and
the wildlife.

There is already too much traffic for a 2 lane road on weekends and during an emergency the
road would become impassible.

I am sure the church can find another piece of property that would not disrupt an entire
community. 

Karen Brunk
Lake Arrowhead resident and registered voter

mailto:kbrunk0541@charter.net
mailto:Janice.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov


From: Beverly James
To: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods Land Development
Date: Wednesday, August 26, 2020 6:14:53 PM

PLEASE VOTE No!

Approval of this project would reign
devastation on the area's natural
resources with environmental
consequences that will have to be dealt
with for years and years.  Logic,
respect, and thoughtfulness must be
exercised for the successful
management of our forested lands.

                                           Beverly James
                                           830 W. County
Line Rd.
                                           Calimesa,
CA    92320  
                                           
                                                                             Former teacher at Lake
Arrowhead Elementary

mailto:bevsquared@aol.com
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov


From: Kathleen Lewis
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods Land Development
Date: Thursday, September 3, 2020 1:04:17 PM

Good day Supervisor Rutherford,
I am writing as a full time resident here in Lake Arrowhead concerned regarding the subject
development.  

From what I have read, the environmental impact to our mountain will be disastrous.  I realized that
Church of the Woods purchased and owns this property, however, the carbon footprint this will create is
something that this mountain just cannot sustain.  

I understand their cause and desire to enhance recreation, worship and fellowship within the Church,
however, is it not possible to consider another space that will not cause new destruction to existing
forest?  Perhaps the school on Grandview in Twin Peaks that remains vacant.  Many buildings there to
repurpose, larger parking area, ballfield, etc.  If the county can offer incentives to assist with this
consideration we could save our mountain, wildlife and limit the continuous building that goes on.  We will
also put to use an existing large school and land that is sitting idle for years.

Please consider voting no on this project.  Please offer up any concessions to repurpose existing
developments.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

Kathy Lewis
843 Sonoma Drive, PO Box 2332
Lake Arrowhead, CA  92317

mailto:kthln_lewis@yahoo.com
mailto:Janice.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov


From: Jo Stringfield
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods impacts on Rim Of The World/Hwy 18
Date: Monday, August 24, 2020 8:30:15 PM

Dear Supervisor Rutherford:

I am writing to you about my concerns of the development of Church of Woods.
I have lived in the San Bernardino mountains over 35 years. I’ve seen increase in full time residents and traffic.
Many driving up and down the mountain to work. Winter months are challenging for drivers.

I have been here during fires when we had to be evacuated and escorted down the mountain. It was like a parade of
vehicles, stop and go on two lane roads. And, not knowing when you would be allowed back home.

Adding stop lights would not make the two lane road safer in fog and snow. It would cause impacts to local traffic.
If there was a earthquake or other natural disaster, evacuation safety would be almost impossible for our Sheriffs
and CHP.

There will be impacts to clearing acres of forest, watershed, polluting, danger  to wildlife and the wildlife corridor.
This can never be undone.

There is a reason this project has drugged on for so long. The environment impacts are still there.

Please vote NO on this project.

Sincerely,
Jo Stringfield   Jo.stringfield@gmail.com
PO Box 1715
Crestline, CA. 92325

mailto:jo.stringfield@gmail.com
mailto:Janice.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov


From: Phil Burwell
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods Final Public Hearing September 15, 2020
Date: Thursday, September 10, 2020 7:13:27 PM

Good evening Supervisor Rutherford and Planning Director Duron

Hope you are both doing well with the circumstances we are all experiencing, as well as you in your
respective positions, ranging from Covid-19 to unfortunate fires locally and throughout the west!

The purpose of my correspondence is in respect to the pending approval or denial of the Church of the
Woods project in Lake Arrowhead.  While in concept, I am in favor of the Church of the Woods proposal
to provide the community with spiritual and recreation centers, I cannot ignore the location of the project. 
I am no expert and cannot dispute the extended and lengthy Environmental Impact Studies suggesting
the project can be completed, with the extensive work required to expand Highway 18, to include
installation of multiple traffic signals, I cannot support this project.  Additionally, as I attempt to
conceptualize the removal of a canyon of trees and amount of dirt to fill in the area to become the Church
of the Woods campus and recreation area is difficult.

I trust you have received numerous input in regard to this subject, but as one of many of your
constituents, I urge you to Vote No on the final determination in respect to this matter.

Thanks for your time in reviewing my views and have full confidence you will act in the best interest of the
community as a whole.  Please feel free to contact me as needed.

Sincerely,

Phil Burwell
909.213.9061

mailto:pburw90609@aol.com
mailto:Janice.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov


From: seth McHenry
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods Development
Date: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 1:21:12 PM

Born and raised up here for 32 years. I vote NO.

mailto:sethmchenry@yahoo.com
mailto:Janice.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov


From: Us
To: janice.rutherford@sbcounty.gov; Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods
Date: Friday, August 28, 2020 7:52:23 AM

Subject: Church of the Woods, Lake Arrowhead

To: janice.rutherford@sbcounty.gov
Cc: Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov

I strongly oppose and ask you to VOTE NO on the new Church of the Woods
development proposal along Hwy 18..

It would be a disaster to see the 17 acres of trees, natural creek, animal habitat and
natural forest destroyed. The increased traffic and additional stop lights will
impede traffic flow and the impact on the environment will be detrimental to
those of us that live on the mountain. Please put a stop to this location!

Best Regards,

Linda Berry
Lake Arrowhead, CA 92352
909-337-1444

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:lakearrowheadberrys@gmail.com
mailto:janice.rutherford@sbcounty.gov
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov
mailto:janice.rutherford@sbcounty.gov
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov


From: Timothy McGrath
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods
Date: Friday, August 28, 2020 6:49:18 AM

Vote yes!

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:t.mcgrath@me.com
mailto:Janice.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov


From: Dick Manning
To: janice.rutherford@sbcounty.gov
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 10:15:55 PM

I strongly oppose and encourage you to VOTE NO on the Church of the Woods proposal. It would be a shame to see
the 17 acres of trees & natural forest destroyed. The increased traffic and additional stop lights will impede traffic
flow and the impact on the environment will be detrimental to those of us that live on the mountain.

Best Regards,

Richard Manning
218 Chippewa Lane
Lake Arrowhead, CA 92352
909-486-4869

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:ntpf@earthlink.net
mailto:janice.rutherford@sbcounty.gov
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov


From: Corey Wolverton
To: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the woods
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 4:46:37 PM

I vote NO on the church of the woods project.

mailto:coreywolverton94@gmail.com
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov


From: gbenadom
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods Project
Date: Friday, August 28, 2020 4:07:51 PM

I am very opposed to this project.  Please vote NO on this project.  I have been a part time resident of Lake
Arrowhead since 1956 and I do not appreciate the destruction this project will cause, especially the clearing of 17
acres of forest and the risks of pollution to Little Bear Creek. I don't even want to imagine the traffic lights that are
proposed!!

Please vote NO to this project.  Thank you.

 Georgia Benadom
777 Shelter Cove Drive
Lake Arrowhead

Sent from my iPad

mailto:gbenadom@yahoo.com
mailto:Janice.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov


From: Cheyenne Muller
To: Rutherford, Janice; Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods project
Date: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 3:57:43 PM

Hello, my name is Cheyenne and I live right across the street from where Church of the
Woods plans to build their mega church with multiple recreation fields. Personally I am a
Christian, and appreciate everything our great churches do for our community. However, the
building plans for this place will destroy 17 acres of forest and wildlife. They plan to add stop
lights that will congest our roadways and highways 18, and 189. There is a huge wildlife
corridor located in these woods that are home to countless species of forest animals. The
construction of this mega church will threaten to pollute Little Bear Creek which is a huge
water source for wildlife and provides water to Lake Arrowhead. We fear it will also
compromise evacuation safety in an event of a natural disaster. (WILDFIRE) Please vote NO
on this project. While I do know Church of the Woods has done great things for our
community over the years, I believe they can continue to do so without causing so much
destruction to our forest. Thank you for your time!  

mailto:muller.cheyenne870@gmail.com
mailto:Janice.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov


From: George Nickols
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods project
Date: Friday, September 4, 2020 7:07:00 PM

I urge you to vote no on the Church of the Woods proposed project. There are so
many negatives about this project but the one that concerns me most is evacuation
safety in a natural disaster.  Forest fires are a reality and will become more so with
global warming.  I fear for the safety of my family if they need to evacuate with
thousands of others on the two lane highway.  Please do not let this project go
through.

Thank you for your attention to my concern,

Rheva Nickols
26563 Hwy. 189
Twin Peaks, CA

mailto:nickols15@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Janice.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov


From: MH. Kreutzer-Lindsey
To: Rutherford, Janice; Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of The Woods Project
Date: Friday, September 11, 2020 6:51:00 PM

I'd like to say that I am against the project proposed by the Church of the Woods building a
compound at Highway 18/Little Bear Creek site.

I realize that they own this land, and that if they satisfy the conditions set forth by the County
of San Bernardino Building and Safety that they are within their rights to construct an
approved plan. Yet, it is rarely considered, is this a good plan? 

At times, I believe that if someone could satisfy the conditions, they could build the
Eiffel Tower on the side of a cliff on Highway 18 as a tourist attraction, no matter how
dangerous road conditions might be nor how intense weather conditions may become that will
ultimately make it a true life threatening hazard.  

The building site that Church of the Woods has selected is one such hazard. I have lived in this
community for over 65 years. I learned to drive in the fog on these roads. I was raised in
Running Springs during the 60-70's, spent 18 years in some of the heaviest snowfall in our
areas history, then I moved to Twin Peaks and married a Rim High teacher and endured
intense weather into the 1990's.  I attended Rim High School, just down the street from the
proposed building site, and know several young students who lost their lives to car accidents
due to fog and snow conditions on that stretch of Hwy 18.

 We are all grateful to Lucy Kelley, who instituted the traffic hazard signal that now exists at
the Daley Canyon /Hwy 18 intersection as well as the one at the lower end of Rim
High School's lower field entrance, that particular intersection was the site of the death of
Bobby Smith, the only son of one of the main Rim High School's secretaries (Mrs. Peggy
Smith). He was riding his motorcycle home from school and was hit by a Rim Bus...in the fog,
a tragic event. Bobby was just one year older than me in high school, we all felt so bad for his
Mom.  She continued to work at Rim High for years afterwards, can you imagine her pain?

The proposed entrance for the Church of the Woods site is worse than that of Rim High
School. It is very close to the Daley Canyon intersection, the only intersection from Hwy 18 to
Blue Jay, and in many ways is blind. The thought of parents bringing their children to this site
in winter, to scheduled events,  is inconceivable and the thought of the increase in traffic in
this area during normal weather makes me pause, I will certainly look for an alternative route,
it will just not be possible to get through this area. 

We are already living with the scars in our landscape from the Rob Roy Project on Grass
Valley Road that ran out of money after destroying a beautiful piece of land and what is
happening in Blue Jay's trailer park, all ripped up, the trees all cut in half and no progress.  We
as a community have to endure what you as a governing agency allow - and this is going to be
one of the worst.

If there is anything you can do - please - find a way.

mailto:mlindsey415@gmail.com
mailto:Janice.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov




From: Sally Freeberg
To: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods project
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 10:51:45 PM

This project is too massive for this spot! It is going to negatively affect the forest as well as
our mountain communities.  

Vote no!

Sally and Tom Freeberg

mailto:sallyfreeberg@gmail.com
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov


From: Jason Shefts
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the woods land development
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 7:39:50 PM

NO. I VOTE NO.

Get Outlook for Android

mailto:JasonS@ajtraining.org
mailto:Janice.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov
https://aka.ms/ghei36


From: Jack Witt
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods
Date: Tuesday, August 25, 2020 6:05:00 PM

Supervisor Rutherford, 
Thank you for the opportunity to express my opposition to the Church of the Words project in
Rim Forest on Highway 18. This project has been on my radar for years. It is hard to
fathom how anyone would vote in favor of such a project. It is antithetical to all that we love
about the mountains. It is too large. It requires too much destruction of the natural
environment. It sets an awful precedent for over development in the mountain communities. 
I am sure you have reviewed the plans countless times. I would point out the obvious problem
is that this project requires grading and tree removal too great to be tolerated. It disrupts a
natural water source for Agua Fria, Blue Jay and Lake Arrowhead. It places a huge, out of
scale, commercial development where no other development exists, which makes me fearful it
will result in bigger development along Highway 18. It is projected to need 7 stop lights in the
general vicinity of the development. I am not sure that many stop lights are appropriate on a
state highway, let alone a state highway that is regularly shrouded in a thick blanket of fog. All
you have to do for comparison is check the light at Lake Gregory Drive and Highway 18 to
know how hard it is to see the lights in fog, and to know how dangerous stop lights can be in
those conditions. There is a case to be made that the stop lights make the intersections more
dangerous than if they were not there, but that is for another letter.
I have lived in Crestline for over 40 years. I have seen many changes. Some good. Some not.
This project is firmly in the not column. As I have stated, this project is in the wrong spot. It
requires too much disruption. It is over-sized. It destroys Little Bear Creek Watershed.
This project should be denied. 
I hope you agree, and can see fit to vote against Church of the Woods, once and for all.

Thank you again.
Jack Witt
jaquitt@Gmail.com
P.O. Box 193
Crestline, CA 92325

mailto:jaquitt@gmail.com
mailto:Janice.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov


From: Royce Morales
To: Rutherford, Janice; Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods Sonrise project
Date: Monday, August 31, 2020 5:44:15 PM

Please vote NO on the Church of the Woods project that would seriously impact our forrest community as
well as the environment in so many ways!

We are longtime residents of the area and are very concerned as to what will occur from this Sonrise
project.  Is it any wonder it has been resisted since 2003?

Thank you,

A Rimforest constituent,

Royce Morales

 

mailto:lvsreal@aol.com
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From: Gabriella Parker
To: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods Sonrise Project
Date: Friday, September 4, 2020 8:29:37 AM

To whom it may concern,
The Sonrise project is not only unnecessary but highly opposed by San Bernardino mountain
residents. The impacts of building in our national forest will be detrimental to not only
wildlife but will also disrupt locals. The proposal site impacts local traffic and would require
7 new stoplights, requires clear cutting 17 acres of forested Little Bear Creek Watershed,
disrupts a County identified wildlife corridor, risks polluting Little Bear Creek which
provides most of the water into Lake Arrowhead, and will severely compromise safety in a
natural disaster. As a resident of Lake Arrowhead it is heartbreaking to see a project with so
little regard to locals and to protecting our forest and wildlife. I urge you to vote NO on
allowing this project to move forward on Sept 15.

Best regards,
-Gabriella Parker, concerned resident 

mailto:cannavisetsy@gmail.com
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov


From: Jone Bouman
To: Nievez, Tom; Rutherford, Janice; Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods Rimforest Project
Date: Saturday, September 5, 2020 10:34:55 AM

Dear Tom, Janice and Heidi,

I am contacting you today to ask that you please vote NO on the proposed Church of the
Woods project. A large percentage of the local community is not in favor of this proposal and
frankly I'm confused as to why and how it has reached this point with so many of us opposing
building on this site. 

The negative impact it would have on the surrounding environs and homeowners is
unacceptable. This project only benefits the members of this particular church and certainly
not the overall community. The idea that anyone other than Church of the Woods membership
would utilize this center is ludicrous and unfounded. It will NOT become some sort of
gathering area for general local youth to "Hang-Out" as they suggest. And the sweeping
disadvantages to the majority of those of us living here are numerous. 

Please let me know exactly when and where the next public hearing will take place and
whether this information is readily and easily available to those of the community who would
like to attend and make our voices heard. As well, I would appreciate an understanding of how
supervisors, council members, and the commission made the decision up to this point to
unilaterally approve this project; a project which is advantageous exclusively to Church of the
Woods and in no way to the community and environment as a whole. 

I look forward to your response. 

Sincerely,

Jone Bouman
27079 CA-HWY 189, Blue Jay, CA
818.421.3623
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From: donna johnson
To: Rutherford, Janice; Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods proposed project
Date: Friday, August 28, 2020 2:05:48 PM

Please VOTE NO on this project. Protect our forest, wildlife, and safety.

Thank you!

Donna Srery Johnson 
295 Cottage Grove Road
Lake Arrowhead 92352
909-485-1489
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From: Bill Payne
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods Proposed Project @ Lake Arrowhead
Date: Saturday, August 22, 2020 3:28:22 PM

My wife and I vehemently OPPOSE the Church of the Woods proposed
development project (Sonrise) which is scheduled for a Final Public
Hearing on September 15, 2020.
 
Lake Arrowhead is a peaceful, tranquil place, and has resisted, time and
time again, overbuilding and destruction to its fragile habitat.
 
Impacting local traffic by requiring 7 new stoplights, clear cutting 17
acres of forested Little Bear Creek watershed, disrupting a County-
identified wildlife corridor, risks polluting Little Bear Creek.  This creek
provides most of the water into Lake Arrowhead, and will severely
compromise evacuation safety in the event of a natural disaster.
 
We trust you will vote the will of the majority of residents and your own
good sense by voting NO of this issue.
 
William L. and Mary H. Payne
500 Grass Valley Road,
LakeArrowhead, CA 92352
626.252.9505 and bill.payne10@gmail.com
 

Virus-free. www.avast.com
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From: trukchuk@charter.net
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods Proposed Project (Sonrise)
Date: Sunday, August 30, 2020 4:23:58 PM

Dear County Supervisor Janice Rutherford,
I am Charles Clarke, a concerned property owner and full-time mountain resident since 1980. 
I wish to VOTE NO, on the subject "Church of the Woods, Proposed Project  (Sonrise)".  If
you and your staff would please register my "VOTE NO", regarding this proposed project, at
the FINAL PUBLIC HEARING, on September 15, 2020, I would appreciate your help very
much.  

If there are any questions for me to answer, please contact me by return Email -- Thank You
for your help in this important matter.

Best Regards, 
Charles Clarke

mailto:trukchuk@charter.net
mailto:Janice.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov


From: tim west
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods Project
Date: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 7:52:11 AM

Hello.

My wife Tina, and both of my adult children have communicated throughout this
process.   Apparently our previous communications have been ignored. We don't see
a need to delineate our myriad of concerns once again.  Ignored or downplayed
several times already, we are saddened that this email remains necessary.

We cannot believe that it remains necessary to further contact elected or appointed
officials about the inappropriateness of this development.

The project is a life-changing one for us and will negatively impact our lives and future
family members in many ways. We cannot think of ANY positive impacts on our
families or our mountain community.  Those that get excited about concrete and
traffic may be excited in a positive way. We are NOT.  

Please sound a resounding "NO" to this proposal. 

...and maybe restore some faith that those for whom we voted actually care and
listen.

Register FOUR votes AGAINST, please!

Very Sincerely.
Tim West and family
Blue Jay

mailto:timwestfamily@earthlink.net
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From: kumar.palaniappan@yahoo.com
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Lake Arrowhead Church of the Woods
Date: Saturday, August 29, 2020 6:54:40 AM

Vote YES on Church of the Woods Sonrise project on September
15, 2020.
 
 
Lake Arrowhead Resident Annamalai Palaniappan

mailto:kumar.palaniappan@yahoo.com
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From: P & S Huckaby
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS; Murray, Lewis
Subject: I oppose COW Project
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 9:12:30 AM

Dear Rep. Rutherford,
   I am writing in opposition to the Church of the Woods project.  I urge you to vote no to their
planned development.  There are other suitable areas that are already clear cut and graded. 
This proposal right on Highway 18, with 7 stoplights is not necessary.  I drive by that location
every week and I love seeing that beautiful hillside of lush forest.  It would be heartbreaking to
see all that disappear, and for no reason.  I have enjoyed the beauty of these mountain forests
for 51 years when I spent my honeymoon up here in Green Valley Lake.  My husband and I
decided to move up here full time in 1999 and have loved it, even though four times we have
been evacuated due to forest fire.
    After the Paradise Fire up north two years ago where 88 people were trapped and unable to
evacuate in time, I feel we can no longer move in the direction of over-development up here
on the mountain.  We can no longer ignore climate change.  Right now there are massive
hurricanes in the Gulf, and there are 1.8 million acres that have burned in wildfires here in the
west.  The escape routes off the mountain are inadequate and these huge development projects
endanger people's lives unnecessarily.
    I urge you to please vote no to this project.

Thank you.

Respectfully yours,
Sandi Huckaby
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From: Heather Sargeant
To: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Fwd: The Church of the Woods proposed projest ( Sonrise )
Date: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 2:59:10 PM

 
Heidi, I spelt your name wrong the first time. Hope this reaches you. 
heather Sargeant

From: heathercsoo@aol.com
To: Janice.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov
Cc: Heidi.Duran@lus.sbcounty.gov
Sent: 9/1/2020 2:35:03 PM Pacific Standard Time
Subject: The Church of the Woods proposed projest ( Sonrise )

Dear Supervisor Rutherford, I am appealing to you to vote NO when the final public hearing on
the  Church of the Woods project comes  before you on September 15, 2020. 
I have lived full time in Twin Peaks since 1983. In the intervening years I have on many
occasions taken Bear Springs Road from Twin Peaks to Rim Forest, and been made aware of
how the traffic problem on Hwy 18 has grown exponentially. Many days I have to wait five or ten
minutes just to be able to find an opening to cross over onto the highway. The proposed Church
of the Woods project is very close by on Hwy 18, and we are told will require seven new traffic
signals. This is preposterous. Rim Forest is well know for having thick fog along the highway at
times, which adds another dimension of danger to all this traffic.
Having lived through two evacuations due to forest fires, I know how urgent it is to get out from
our narrow windy roads when the call comes. 
For those of us who are long time home owners, there is nothing to benefit this project in our
area. Cutting down a beautiful forested area, building huge parking lots, damaging Little Bear
Creek, a blue line stream that feeds Lake Arrowhead, is unnecessary and unwanted. 
This was a bad project from the beginning, and even though it has been redesigned several
times, it will destroy the wildlife corridor forever, if any of it gets built. 
I trust you will not ignore the pleas of many of us locals who are totally against this inappropriate
development. We have been fighting this project for 17 years, and will continue to oppose it in
the future. 
Please vote NO on September 15 th. 
Heather Sargeant
 
 

mailto:heathercsoo@aol.com
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From: Ken Brafman
To: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Fwd: COTW
Date: Sunday, September 6, 2020 1:26:59 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Ken Brafman <kjbrafman@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, Sep 6, 2020 at 1:20 PM
Subject: COTW
To: <janice.rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov>

Hello Ms. Rutherford,
Thank you for your representation, and for your advocacy for Crestline over the years. Please
vote NO to the Church Of The Woods project. The negative impact it would have on our
community outweighs the benefit to a chosen few.
Ken Brafman
Crestline
909-589-0605

mailto:kjbrafman@gmail.com
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From: Frederic Wall
To: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Fwd: Church of the woods project
Date: Monday, August 24, 2020 11:10:00 AM

 
 

From: freddy38@aol.com
To: Janice.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov
Cc: HeidiDuron@lus.sbcounty.gov
Sent: 8/24/2020 11:04:51 AM Pacific Standard Time
Subject: Church of the woods project

Dear Supervisor Rutherford,
 
I am a 20 year resident of Lake Arrowhead and I oppose the proposed Church of the woods
project due to the negative impact it will have on our local traffic at Daley Canyon Rd. where it
intersects Hwy 18, and also the negative impact on nature, the loss of trees, wildlife, the water
pollution risks and also the impact on evacuation safety in an emergency.  I ask that you vote
NO on this project to help preserve our natural community.
Thank you.
 
Frederic G. Wall
PO Box 276
Blue Jay CA 92317

mailto:freddy38@aol.com
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From: COB - Internet E-Mail
To: Rowe, Dawn; BOS District Secretaries
Cc: McBride, Gary; Blakemore, Michelle; Hernandez, Leonard - CAO; Alexander-Kelley, Penny; Rahhal, Terri; Duron,

Heidi - LUS; Nievez, Tom; Brizzee, Bart; Searles, Jason; Michl, Susan (CAO); Andrade, Eva; Sonick, Chrystale;
Toothaker, Sarah; Biggs, Lupe; Monell, Lynna; Garzaro, Denise

Subject: FW: We Support the Sonrise in the Woods Lake Arrowhead Project
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:14:56 AM
Attachments: Sonrise in the Woods.pdf
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Good morning:
 
Attached please find email correspondence regarding the Church of the Woods Project received by the
Clerk of the Board on 09/14/20 from Gregg Kell.

Donna A. Young
Executive Secretary III
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
Phone: 909-387-3841
Fax: 909-387-4554
385 North Arrowhead Avenue, 2nd Floor
San Bernardino, CA  92415-0130

SBCounty Logo

 
Our job is to create a county in which those who reside and invest can prosper and achieve well-being.
www.SBCounty.gov
 
County of San Bernardino Confidentiality Notice: This communication contains confidential information sent solely for the use of the
intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient of this communication, you are not authorized to use it in any manner, except to
immediately destroy it and notify the sender.
 
From: Gregg Kell <gregg.kell@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 10:54 AM
To: COB - Internet E-Mail <COB@sbcounty.gov>
Subject: We Support the Sonrise in the Woods Lake Arrowhead Project
 
  Please review the attached letter and possibly consider during your decision.
 
Respectfully,
Gregg Kell

909-693-3815
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Sonrise in the Woods:  A Community Resource that Supports Our Freedoms 


As freedom-loving Americans, life-long Californians, small business owners and 


Lake Arrowhead residents since 2010, we support the Sonrise in the Woods 


(SITW) project.  Once complete this community resource open to all will 


strengthen our mountain society, support healthy and vibrant families, and 


animate our communal worship. 


 


SITW provides the freedom to build strong families.  As a community center 


offering family recreation opportunities, SITW can foster family activities in a safe 


and enjoyable location.  With a playground for kids, a meeting place for multiple 


clubs including the Mountain Fifes and Drums, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, our 


families can flourish.  And a place, conveniently located near ROTW High School, 


where teens can hang out, enjoy the gym/weight room and coffee shop. 


 


SITW provides the freedom to be healthy.  As a recreation center including 


soccer and baseball fields, this community resource supports mountain youth and 


adult sports teams.  The Lake Arrowhead community grows strong as we pursue 


vibrant health – from pre-K to seniors. 


 


SITW provides the freedom to be safe.  As a supplemental staging ground 


supporting first responders, SITW’s parking and community center act as a 


logistical strength in the event of a calamitous fire event. 


 


SITW provides the freedom to worship.  During these times of pandemic, 


economic uncertainty, and electoral discord, many seek comfort and solace 


through worship.  SITW stands firm in relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.  


Flowing from this relationship is the desire to build strong, healthy families 


thriving in a safe community and worshiping in spirit and in truth. 


We support Sonrise in the Woods. 


 







Gregg & Debbie Kell 








From: COB - Internet E-Mail
To: Rowe, Dawn; BOS District Secretaries
Cc: McBride, Gary; Blakemore, Michelle; Hernandez, Leonard - CAO; Alexander-Kelley, Penny; Rahhal, Terri; Duron,

Heidi - LUS; Nievez, Tom; Brizzee, Bart; Searles, Jason; Michl, Susan (CAO); Andrade, Eva; Sonick, Chrystale;
Toothaker, Sarah; Biggs, Lupe; Monell, Lynna; Garzaro, Denise

Subject: FW: Church of the Woods Project on Highway 18 - BOS Correspondence
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 2:21:41 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Good afternoon:
 
Attached below please find email correspondence regarding the Church of the Woods Project received by
the Clerk of the Board on 09/14/20 from Mark Gilliland.
 
Donna A. Young
Executive Secretary III
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
Phone: 909-387-3841
Fax: 909-387-4554
385 North Arrowhead Avenue, 2nd Floor
San Bernardino, CA  92415-0130

SBCounty Logo

 
Our job is to create a county in which those who reside and invest can prosper and achieve well-being.
www.SBCounty.gov
 
County of San Bernardino Confidentiality Notice: This communication contains confidential information sent solely for the use of the
intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient of this communication, you are not authorized to use it in any manner, except to
immediately destroy it and notify the sender.
 
From: Mark Gilliland <gilliland.markb@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 1:54 PM
To: Supervisor Hagman <Supervisor.Hagman@bos.sbcounty.gov>; Supervisor Gonzales
<SupervisorGonzales@sbcounty.gov>; Supervisor Lovingood <SupervisorLovingood@sbcounty.gov>;
Supervisor Rowe <Supervisor.Rowe@bos.sbcounty.gov>; Supervisor Rutherford
<Supervisor.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov>; COB - Internet E-Mail <COB@sbcounty.gov>
Subject: Church of the Woods Project on Highway 18
 
Dear Supervisor,
 
I need you to know I AM IN FAVOR of this project.   This will be such a benefit to the
community, and the surrounding area.  The impact of having additional ballfields for the youth
- in connection with Rim of the World Recreation - will be primary.  But to have a place for
the mountain youth to play and connect is vital for the health of this community and the
culture here.
 
Once again, I am in favor and ask that you please vote "Yes" - in favor of this project of
Church of the Woods called Sonrise in the Woods.
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Thank you,
 
 
Mark Gilliland
PO BOX 1254
395 Emerald Drive
Lake Arrowhead, Ca  92352
909-733-2436
 



From: COB - Internet E-Mail
To: Rowe, Dawn; BOS District Secretaries
Cc: McBride, Gary; Blakemore, Michelle; Hernandez, Leonard - CAO; Alexander-Kelley, Penny; Rahhal, Terri; Duron,

Heidi - LUS; Nievez, Tom; Brizzee, Bart; Searles, Jason; Michl, Susan (CAO); Andrade, Eva; Sonick, Chrystale;
Toothaker, Sarah; Biggs, Lupe; Monell, Lynna; Garzaro, Denise

Subject: FW: Church of the Woods Project on Highway 18 - BOS Correspondence (Laurie Plemel)
Date: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 9:36:51 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Good morning:
 
Attached below please find email correspondence regarding the Church of the Woods received by the
Clerk of the Board on 09/15/20 from Laurie Plemel of Blue Jay, CA.
 
Donna A. Young
Executive Secretary III
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
Phone: 909-387-3848
Fax: 909-387-4554
385 North Arrowhead Avenue, 2nd Floor
San Bernardino, CA  92415-0130

SBCounty Logo

 

Our job is to create a county in which those who reside and invest can prosper and achieve well-being.
www.SBCounty.gov
 
County of San Bernardino Confidentiality Notice: This communication contains confidential information sent solely for the use of the
intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient of this communication, you are not authorized to use it in any manner, except to
immediately destroy it and notify the sender.
 
From: Laurie Plemel <lauriep92317@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 8:19 AM
To: Supervisor Hagman <Supervisor.Hagman@bos.sbcounty.gov>; Supervisor Gonzales
<SupervisorGonzales@sbcounty.gov>; Supervisor Lovingood <SupervisorLovingood@sbcounty.gov>;
Supervisor Rowe <Supervisor.Rowe@bos.sbcounty.gov>; Supervisor Rutherford
<Supervisor.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov>; COB - Internet E-Mail <COB@sbcounty.gov>
Subject: Church of the Woods Project on Highway 18
 
Dear Board of Supervisors,
 
I am writing to you today in support of the Church of the Woods project on
Highway 18.  This will not only be a place of worship for our community
but will be a place for children to come and use the recreational facilities. 
I am urging you to vote yes to this project!
 
Thank you for your consideration,
 
Laurie Plemel
PO Box 932
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Blue Jay, CA 92317
 
 



From: COB - Internet E-Mail
To: Rowe, Dawn; BOS District Secretaries
Cc: McBride, Gary; Blakemore, Michelle; Hernandez, Leonard - CAO; Alexander-Kelley, Penny; Rahhal, Terri; Duron,

Heidi - LUS; Nievez, Tom; Brizzee, Bart; Searles, Jason; Michl, Susan (CAO); Andrade, Eva; Sonick, Chrystale;
Toothaker, Sarah; Biggs, Lupe; Monell, Lynna

Subject: FW: BOS Correspondence Re: Sonrise in the Woods Project
Date: Monday, October 5, 2020 8:12:42 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Good morning:
 
Attached below please find email correspondence regarding the Church of the Woods Project received by
the Clerk of the Board on 1/0/04/20 from Richard Miller II.
Donna A. Young
Executive Secretary III
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
Phone: 909-387-3841
Fax: 909-387-4554
385 North Arrowhead Avenue, 2nd Floor
San Bernardino, CA  92415-0130

SBCounty Logo

 
Our job is to create a county in which those who reside and invest can prosper and achieve well-being.
www.SBCounty.gov
 
County of San Bernardino Confidentiality Notice: This communication contains confidential information sent solely for the use of the
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From: Richard Miller II <flyguy181@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, October 4, 2020 3:01 PM
To: COB - Internet E-Mail <COB@sbcounty.gov>
Subject: Sonrise in the Woods Project
 
Good afternoon,
     I'm a 42 year resident of Rim Forest/Lake Arrowhead, and I'd like to comment on the
Sonrise in the Woods project.  I see the project as a wonderful addition to our community.  I
have a young family, and I can't wait to be able to share in the facilities that Sonrise will have
to offer.  I know that there are some negative opinions about the project, but I'm not sure that
these people are very well educated about the church and the project.  Here are some points
to ponder:

 Church of the Woods is not a, "megachurch".  Some local residents seem to be
concerned that many thousands of people are going to be travelling up the mountain in
order to attend.  The proposed number is actually 600 people, most of whom are
already mountain residents.  
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There is a concern that the project will be generating several stop lights along the
highway 18.  In fact, Caltrans already intends to place the lights.  Church of the Woods,
however, would be responsible for paying for some of the lights with this project.  Quite
an advantage to the taxpayers!
The Church has owned the property for over 16 years.  They've jumped through the
many hoops, even giving some of the land use back to the county.  
The property is zoned, "commercial".  I think if those in opposition really considered
how a church project with beautiful landscaping would look compared to another gas
station, Rite Aid, etc, they might have a different view point.

     I do appreciate your influence, and I would request with heartfelt conviction that you would
help this project to succeed on this mountain where I've lived my entire life.  Thank you so
much in advance!

Richard Miller II
 



From: COB - Internet E-Mail
To: Rowe, Dawn; BOS District Secretaries
Cc: McBride, Gary; Blakemore, Michelle; Hernandez, Leonard - CAO; Alexander-Kelley, Penny; Rahhal, Terri; Duron,

Heidi - LUS; Nievez, Tom; Brizzee, Bart; Searles, Jason; Michl, Susan (CAO); Andrade, Eva; Sonick, Chrystale;
Toothaker, Sarah; Biggs, Lupe; Monell, Lynna; Garzaro, Denise

Subject: Correspondence Re: Son Rise in the Woods (Amanda Aberg)
Date: Friday, September 11, 2020 2:50:14 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Good afternoon:
 
Attached below please find email correspondence regarding the Church of the Woods Project received by
the Clerk of the Board on 09/10/20 from Amanda Aberg.
 
Donna A. Young
Executive Secretary III
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
Phone: 909-387-3841
Fax: 909-387-4554
385 North Arrowhead Avenue, 2nd Floor
San Bernardino, CA  92415-0130

SBCounty Logo

 
Our job is to create a county in which those who reside and invest can prosper and achieve well-being.
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From: Gary & Amanda Aberg <abergfamily@charter.net> 
Sent: Thursday, September 10, 2020 2:39 PM
To: COB - Internet E-Mail <COB@sbcounty.gov>
Subject: Son Rise in the Woods
 
Dear Supervisor,
I beg you to approve the Son Rise in the Woods project. This endevor will benefit our community in
many ways. It will provide extra ballfields and soccer fields availble for community use. These are in
very short supply up here! It will provide a youth center with a gymnasium and youth activities for
the whole mountain community youth. It would feature a walk climbing wall and volleyball courts.
Our community is growing and resources up here are very outdated. This would be a fantastic
addition to our mountain community! Please support our mountain communities by approving this
project.
Thank you,
Amanda Aberg
 

mailto:COB@sbcounty.gov
mailto:Dawn.Rowe@bos.sbcounty.gov
mailto:BOSDistrictSecs@cob.sbcounty.gov
mailto:gmcbride@cao.sbcounty.gov
mailto:mblakemore@cc.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Leonard.Hernandez@cao.sbcounty.gov
mailto:pAlexander-Kelley@cc.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Terri.Rahhal@lus.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Tom.Nievez@lus.sbcounty.gov
mailto:BBrizzee@cc.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Jason.Searles@cc.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Susan.Michl@cao.sbcounty.gov
mailto:EAndrade@cc.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Chrystale.Sonick@cao.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Sarah.Toothaker@lus.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Lupe.Biggs@lus.sbcounty.gov
mailto:lmonell@cob.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Denise.Garzaro@cob.sbcounty.gov
http://www.sbcounty.gov/
http://www.sbcounty.gov/



From: Young, Donna
To: COB - Internet E-Mail; Rowe, Dawn; BOS District Secretaries
Cc: McBride, Gary; Blakemore, Michelle; Hernandez, Leonard - CAO; Alexander-Kelley, Penny; Rahhal, Terri; Duron,

Heidi - LUS; Nievez, Tom; Brizzee, Bart; Searles, Jason; Michl, Susan (CAO); Andrade, Eva; Sonick, Chrystale;
Toothaker, Sarah; Biggs, Lupe; Monell, Lynna; Garzaro, Denise

Subject: Correspondence Re: Church of the Woods
Date: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 9:25:14 AM
Attachments: Letter for support for Son Rise in the Woods.msg

image001.png
RE Church of the Woods Project.msg

Good morning:
 
Attached please find correspondence regarding the Church of the Woods Project received by the Clerk of
the Board on 09/07/20 and 09/08/20, respectively, from:
 
1.     Frank & Cynthia Overby
2.     Frederick B. Axelrod, MD – President/CEO/Medical Director, LifeStream
 
Donna A. Young
Executive Secretary III
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
Phone: 909-387-3848
Fax: 909-387-4554
385 North Arrowhead Avenue, 2nd Floor
San Bernardino, CA  92415-0130
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Letter for support for Son Rise in the Woods

		From

		Frank & Cynthia Overby

		To

		Supervisor Hagman

		Cc

		Supervisor Gonzales; Supervisor Lovingood; Supervisor Rowe; Supervisor Rutherford

		Recipients

		Supervisor.Hagman@bos.sbcounty.gov; SupervisorGonzales@sbcounty.gov; SupervisorLovingood@sbcounty.gov; Supervisor.Rowe@bos.sbcounty.gov; Supervisor.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov











Letter of support for Son Rise in the woods.jpg

Letter of support for Son Rise in the woods.jpg







RE: Church of the Woods Project

		From

		Pam Nichols

		To

		COB - Internet E-Mail

		Recipients

		COB@sbcounty.gov



9-8-20





 





This was sent by one of our supports.





 





Pam Nichols





Church of the Woods
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From: COB - Internet E-Mail
To: Rowe, Dawn; BOS District Secretaries
Cc: McBride, Gary; Blakemore, Michelle; Hernandez, Leonard - CAO; Alexander-Kelley, Penny; Rahhal, Terri; Duron,

Heidi - LUS; Nievez, Tom; Brizzee, Bart; Searles, Jason; Michl, Susan (CAO); Andrade, Eva; Sonick, Chrystale;
Toothaker, Sarah; Biggs, Lupe; Monell, Lynna; Garzaro, Denise

Subject: Correspondence Re: Church of the Woods Project (Rod Akins)
Date: Friday, September 11, 2020 1:40:28 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Good afternoon:
 
Attached below please find email correspondence regarding the Church of the Woods Project received by
the Clerk of the Board on 09/11/20 from: Pastor Rod Akins, Church of the Woods.
 
Donna A. Young
Executive Secretary III
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
Phone: 909-387-3841
Fax: 909-387-4554
385 North Arrowhead Avenue, 2nd Floor
San Bernardino, CA  92415-0130

SBCounty Logo

 
Our job is to create a county in which those who reside and invest can prosper and achieve well-being.
www.SBCounty.gov
 
County of San Bernardino Confidentiality Notice: This communication contains confidential information sent solely for the use of the
intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient of this communication, you are not authorized to use it in any manner, except to
immediately destroy it and notify the sender.
 

From: Rod Akins <rodakins@msn.com> 
Sent: Friday, September 11, 2020 9:39 AM
To: Supervisor Janice Rutherford <Janicerutherford@public.govdelivery.com>; Supervisor Hagman
<Supervisor.Hagman@bos.sbcounty.gov>; Supervisor Gonzales
<SupervisorGonzales@sbcounty.gov>; Supervisor Lovingood <SupervisorLovingood@sbcounty.gov>;
Supervisor Rowe <Supervisor.Rowe@bos.sbcounty.gov>; Supervisor Rutherford
<Supervisor.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov>; COB - Internet E-Mail <COB@sbcounty.gov>
Subject: Church of the Woods Project
 
Dear Board of Supervisors, 
 
Thank you for your service! I obviously want the County to approve
Church of the Woods project! 

1. It will be a positive benefit for our whole mountain community. 
2. This is a well-designed campus that is environmentally sensitive and
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has gone through 16 years of scrutiny. The EIR document is very
thorough and fair. 

3. Youth on our mountain need a safe place to gather, engage in healthy
activities with a youth center, recreation venues and find spiritual
hope. 

4. Children lack playgrounds up here and we will provide quality play
areas for families to enjoy. 

5. A combination soccer and baseball field will meet a pressing need for
mountain teams and fun activities. 

6. Our property is zoned IC (Industrial/Commercial) and a church will
have less impact on the environment than other commercial projects. 

7. The "anti-development groups" want to stop all projects on our
mountain. We want to make positive progress and offer our
community improvements that serve all people and care for our
beautiful nature. You can develop and be environmentally sensitive. 

8. Our church ministers to many across this mountain and the location
on highway 18 will allow greater influence and accessibility.  

9. We are happy to allow many public organizations to use our facilities
now and that will continue (Various clubs, fife and drum, CBS, Boy
Scouts, Blood Drives and others). 

Please approve this project and allow us to show people the love and
hope that is so needed in our world today. 

Thank you, 

Rod Akins 
-----------------------------------
Pastor Rod Akins
Church of the Woods
1410 Calgary Drive
P.O. Box 2000
Lake Arrowhead, CA 92352
909-337-5483



From: Tom Chamberlin
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of Woods project
Date: Friday, August 28, 2020 10:57:10 PM

I want to voice my objection to their plan in Rim Forest.
Thank you,
Tom Chamberlin
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From: Charlotte
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of Woods Peoject
Date: Wednesday, September 2, 2020 9:39:54 PM

I vote NO

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Joseph Miller
To: Rutherford, Janice; Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS; Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: More on Church of the Woods
Date: Thursday, September 10, 2020 1:28:48 PM

I believe I have made it clear that I VOTE NO on this project.
If the church wanted to sponsor a wildlife sanctuary on this land, I would be all for it. 
But, of course, churches don't give a damn about destroying the environment for the purpose of indoctrinating
children into a belief system that is anti-evolutionary and anti-science and teaches that God provided the entire
biotic system for mankind to exploit without consequences. 
PLEASE SAVE OUR FORESTS AND WILDLIFE FROM THIS DISTRUCTION.
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From: Janith Johnson
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods Sonrise project
Date: Sunday, September 6, 2020 6:30:10 PM

As a 40+ year resident of Crestline, a retired architect, and a life-long worshipper of Mother Nature, I
would like to voice my strong opposition to the above-referenced project. 

I have reviewed the various arguments from all parties and have concluded that, in addition to the
inevitable damage to the forest, the wildlife, the watershed, and our traffic, the out-sized scale of this
project is wholly out of compliance with the environment as it currently exists. We have one traffic signal
on the mountain today—how 'sensitive' and responsible is it to approve just one project that may
eventually necessitate many multiples of that?  

Why does this project include amenities such as nature trails, wildlife sanctuaries, and a rock-climbing
wall, when these things already exist here, provided freely by Mother Nature herself? What progress is
made by bulldozing well-established native forest trees and replacing them with something that
'harmonizes with the local ecosystem? 

We do not need or want to turn our rural forest community into a hilltop suburbia. We do not need or
want a private entity to provide amenities that are readily available at our local schools, community
centers, and national forest lands. We do not need or want one single religious organization dominating
with their agenda in our community hierarchy.

I strongly urge you to vote NO when approval for this project comes up for a final vote. 

Thank you.

Janith E. Johnson
PO Box 193
Crestline CA 92325
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From: Gina Richmond
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods "Sonrise" Project
Date: Saturday, September 5, 2020 2:28:39 PM

Ms Rutherford,
I am OPPOSED to this project because it is not appropriate for this location.

Our mountain community is a very unique place, most of the mountain residents have moved
here to get away from the urbanized sprawl found in the nearby San Bernardino valley and
Mojave desert. 

I do not attend this church, I don't know of anybody who does, yet they are planning to
remove 17 acres of forested land, disrupt wildlife corridors and risk polluting the watershed
that feeds Lake Arrowhead. This is too big of a price to pay for an oversized Christan facility
that will only attract a narrow group of like minded people. 

We already have several large church facilities in this area. The nearby Calvary Chapel
conference center, located on SH 189 in Twin Peaks is frequently empty, especially now since
the economy has taken a downward turn due to COVID19. 

Structures, pavement, and roads will change the temperature of the surrounding area- creating
a heat island, where the temperatures can become 1-7 degrees hotter than the surrounding area.
I am writing this email at a time when southern California is reaching record-breaking high
temperatures. Increasing the surrounding temperatures will also increase the risk of extreme
fire behavior right alongside a major evacuation route. 

Please stop this wanton destruction of our beautiful forested lands!- oppose this project!

A Very concerned full-time mountain resident,

Gina L Richmond
Twin Peaks
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From: Jill Lawler
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods Project
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 2:02:09 PM

Please vote NO on this project. I am a full-time Lake Arrowhead resident since 1982 and I believe this project is not
suitable for this parcel of land. The traffic on Highway 18 on weekends is insane and very unsafe. Adding to this
with a mega church is a terrible idea. We have very few forest areas left within the Lake Arrowhead community, 
another reason why this project is unsuitable. We have many many Christian camps on acreage here in the
mountains that are currently hurting financially due to COVID-19. Church of the Woods could relocate to one of
these existing properties as a solution.
Respectfully submitted,
Jill Whitney Lawler
Retired Teacher, Rim of the World HS
Lake Arrowhead, CA

Sent from my iPhone
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From: ocguildner@charter.net
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods Project
Date: Tuesday, August 25, 2020 2:18:49 PM

Vote NO on Church of the Woods Project........

Connie Guildner
27069 St. Highway 189
PO Box 2708
Blue Jay, Calif 92317
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From: peggymcmillan@charter.net
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods Project
Date: Friday, August 21, 2020 9:45:36 AM

Please don't let them destroy and congest our beautiful mountain. VOTE NO on this project!

mailto:peggymcmillan@charter.net
mailto:Janice.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov


From: Ron
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods Project
Date: Friday, August 21, 2020 9:29:48 AM

Good morning

As a 25 year resident of lake Arrowhead I urge you to vote NO
on the Church of the Woods project.

Thanks you

Ron McMillan

Sent from my iPhone
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From: richard
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods project
Date: Tuesday, August 25, 2020 2:42:00 PM

Supervisor Rutherford: 

I am writing to ask you to vote no on the Church of the Woods project.  The location of this project is a safety
hazard and an aesthetic scar to the mountain communities. The traffic delays that will be

created by the volume of cars and the traffic lights on one of a few evacuation routes off this mountain should in
itself be enough to disapprove this project particularly since the fire danger is always present. Even IF the proximity
to

the rim allows the road to be widened, the additional traffic and lights will cause delays. The destruction of the
forest in this area seen from a road that is a major route for tourists, may negatively impact businesses.  I am not
sure

anyone is certain how the filling in of a creek that feeds Lake Arrowhead is going to impact the lake itself.   These
liabilities far outweigh any possible benefits for the mountain communities.  The current church seldom fills to
capacity

but yet a church almost twice the size is requested.  We already have sports facilities for locals.  And participants
from down the hill don’t need to come up here to use sports facilities since they already have them down the hill.
They

come up here for the mountain experience which includes forests that this project will destroy.  Although temporary,
the disruption from the construction and trucks to remove the necessary trees and hill sides could last for a

significant period of time and again create a safety hazard on an evacuation route.  I do not understand how this
project in anyway will help the mountain communities. And if approved, I imagine Church of the Woods will suffer
a

lengthy PR issue with community members.  Although Church of the Woods may have good intentions, this is
obviously the wrong location for this project.  It seems a different location away from a major evacuation route
would

be more appropriate.  Consider the old Grandview elementary school location for example.  PLEASE vote NO on
this project.

Sincerely,

Richard Bozzo
P.O. Box 875
Blue Jay, Ca. 92317
909-283-8088
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From: James Pickard
To: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Church of the Woods project proposal
Date: Wednesday, August 26, 2020 3:54:53 PM

Dear Planning Director,
   Please deny approval of the Church's proposal to destroy 17 ac.of forest to build denominational project in the
Crestline area. Why build a temple in the forest when the forest itself is the temple?
                                Cedarpines Park prop. owner.
                                            James Pickard.
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From: John Keith
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: RE: Church of the Woods proposed project site
Date: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 9:50:56 AM
Attachments: image001.png

 
 

From: John Keith 
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 9:46 AM
To: Janice.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty
Cc: Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcount
Subject: Church of the Woods proposed project site
 
 
To Whom it May Concern:
 
I vote NO on this project.
 
John Keith, General Manager
Copp Roofing & Construction, Inc.
JohnKeith@CoppRoofing.com
Office: (909) 336-4074 Ext. 12
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From: Renee Lewis
To: aschere
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS; Rutherford, Janice
Subject: Re: Church of the Woods, Sonrise
Date: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 3:00:44 PM

I agree with you.

On Tue, Sep 1, 2020 at 11:48 AM aschere <aschere@aol.com> wrote:

Dear Supervisor Rutherford,

I fervently request that you VOTE NO on the current proposal.

There are so many problems with the plan that we cannot risk approval.We cannot allow further 
pollution and  local expenses for improvements.

Please continue to be mindful of our future. 

Thank you.

Richard and Adrienne Schere
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-- 
Renee



From: aschere
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: re: Church of the Woods, Sonrise
Date: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 11:48:54 AM

Dear Supervisor Rutherford,
I fervently request that you VOTE NO on the current proposal.
There are so many problems with the plan that we cannot risk approval.We cannot allow further  pollution
and  local expenses for improvements.
Please continue to be mindful of our future. 
Thank you.
Richard and Adrienne Schere
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From: marydippell@gmail.com
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: RE: Church of the Woods Project
Date: Monday, August 31, 2020 3:04:18 PM

Dear Supervisor Rutherford,
 
We are vehemently opposed to the Church of the Woods project going forward.  This would
completely decimate the wildlife’s habitat, interrupt and pollute the Little Bear Creek, which
provides most of the drinking water into Lake Arrowhead, and will also demolish 17 acres of pristine
forest land.  Jim and I moved to the mountains to enjoy the peace and quiet, the wonderful wildlife
and the beautiful forest with very little traffic.  This will all change if this project goes forward.
 
Please vote no and save our forest, which we have so very little left of.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary and Jim Dippell
Twin Peaks

mailto:marydippell@gmail.com
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From: K R
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Public Hearing September 15, 2020
Date: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 9:40:23 AM

Dear Ms Rutherford and Ms Duron:

As a Crestline resident, I ask that you please vote against the Church of the Woods project
proposal. I believe this project will negatively affect our mountain communities with severe
overdevelopment of the forested land and by adding constant heavy traffic that will
overwhelm the mountain roads.

Thank you.

Katherine Rossler

P.O. Box 6907

Crestline CA 92325

mailto:kathyrossler@gmail.com
mailto:Janice.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov
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From: Joseph Miller
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: PROPOSED CHURCH OF THE WOODS LAND DEVELOPMENT
Date: Thursday, September 10, 2020 1:12:13 PM

I strongly object to the proposed Church of the Woods land development plan.  I am a 20+ year resident and have
lost 13 trees to bark beetles as millions of trees were cut down during the bark beetle infestations.  I lost more trees
as additional hundreds or thousands of trees have been cut down at the behest of SCE, a great many needlessly in
my area.  During the my first 10 years here it was common to see raccoons, coyotes, around my yard and even bears
in my own driveway.   This year I have seen no raccoons, only one very skinny coyote.  I haven't seen a bear in at
least 5 years.
Even the squirrels seem abnormally small for this time of year. 

In short, our wildlife is being decimated.  That, combined with the traffic congestion and noise pollution this project
will bring will drive down area property values and lower your tax base.  The result for the county will be replacing
a decent tax base with a huge development that being church-owned will not be taxable.  A huge development like
this belongs somewhere else.  The quality of life in this area will be destroyed.  There are already NUMEROUS
church camps in the greater Lake Arrowhead area.  These primarily serve non-residents. 

Are you really going to choose them over the local residents, wildlife, quality of life, and the environment of this
area?  If so, I will certainly do my part to ensure you are replaced by someone who truly cares for the people,
wildlife and environment of this area.  

Joseph B. Miller
P.O. Box 651
Rimforest, CA 92378

mailto:jbmiller92378@yahoo.com
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mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov


From: jmullendor@aol.com
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Please Vote NO on Church of the Woods Project
Date: Saturday, August 29, 2020 9:42:59 AM

Greetings!I 
I have been a resident of the San Bernardino County mountains for over 40 years. During this time I have
personally witnessed the reduction of forest resources and habitat due to wildfires, bark beetle infestation,
and development. As wildlife habitat and forest resources have diminished, traffic and congestion has
increased. As noted in the latest Draft Revised Environmental Impact Report, the proposed Church of the
Woods project would result in significant, unavoidable, and cumulatively considerable impacts on traffic,
noise and biological resources. The biological resources of this area and the absence of the kind of traffic
and noise that can be found in more urban areas are the very characteristics that make the San
Bernardino County mountains unique and an important asset to the Inland Empire. The preservation of
these qualities should be a top priority in any decisions affecting this area.  Thank you.
Jennifer Mullendore
(909) 844-4352

mailto:jmullendor@aol.com
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From: James Wellner
To: Duron, Heidi - LUS; Supervisor Gonzales; Hagman, Curt; Lovingood, Robert; Rahhal, Terri; Rowe, Dawn
Subject: Opposition to proposed development / Blue Jay, CA
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2020 7:05:00 AM

>>    I am outraged that the proposed Church of the Woods project has gotten this far without responsible authorities
stopping it in its tracks.  It’s ironic that in order to create a space to worship God the church has to demolish, pave
and blacktop what God has divinely created. There are many places for worship that already exist on the mountain.
The proposed project is a commercial enterprise ( recreational resort ) that will be using public utilities without
being taxed appropriately and it will be tapping an already limited water supply. The environmental impact of the
project and its ripple effects are;  traffic congestion, water shortage, natural runoff disruption, as well as wildlife
habitat destruction. In other words, the health and safety of the existing community and the environment would be
degraded. Moreover, the benefit to the existing community would be minimal and those benefits would be
outweighed on a broad scope by the negative effects and cost to the public at large.

>> The land is a piece of the mosaic that is part of the Lake Arrowhead water shed. Allowing the project to go
through would extinguish acres of land from bio integration…..it would create a dead zone of land.  Common sense
would prevent the project from going forward in its currently proposed form.

   J.S.Wellner
   Lake Arrowhead, CA

mailto:photophoenix@mac.com
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov
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From: Rhetta Alexander
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Oppose Church of the Woods Sonrise project
Date: Sunday, September 6, 2020 11:08:11 AM

Dear Supervisor Rutherford,

I am writing to urge you to VOTE NO on the Church of the Woods (Sonrise) project for the following
reasons:

1.  It requires 7 new stoplights endangering evacuations in event of an emergency among other
traffic problems,

2.  It will clear 17 acres of forested Little Bear Creek Watershed destroying pristine forest land,
3.  It will disrupt a County identified wildlife corridor,
4. It risks polluting Little Bear Creak which provides most of the water into Lake Arrowhead, and,
5. It will severely compromise evacuation safety in a natural disaster.  

California wildfires are increasing in size, intensity and speed.   Building such a large complex in this
location puts everyone (residents, visitors, first responders) in extreme danger. 

Please, VOTE NO on the Church of the Woods (Sonrise) project.

Rhetta Alexander
26563 Hwy 189
Twin Peaks, CA  92391

mailto:ralexander2@earthlink.net
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From: Telia Sechrist
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: No to the new development
Date: Friday, September 4, 2020 9:19:16 AM

I was told about the development that the church of the woods wants to do near Rimforest and
my husband and I both are not ok with that. We vote no. Thank you 
Telia and Ryan Sechrist 

mailto:lunasmobilepetspaw@gmail.com
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From: Janice Smith
To: Rutherford, Janice; Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: NO On Church ofWoodsProject
Date: Friday, August 21, 2020 3:29:27 PM

I wish you could be here   now  on a typical summer  Friday  to witness the HEAVY Flow of traffic coming
THRU  Rimforest  in both directions  on Highway 18.
 maybe YOU  should experience it sometime or on a Sunday. .when people are leaving the mountain. 
 Respectfully ,  Janice Smith 1152 Scenic WAY  Rimforest 92378  

mailto:sunshineray@verizon.net
mailto:Janice.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov


From: Nancy McDonald
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: No on Church of the Woods project
Date: Friday, August 28, 2020 5:12:29 PM

Attn: Janice Rutherford

As a thirteen year vacation homeowner in Lake Arrowhead, a native
Californian, a 50 year resident of Pasadena, a non-environmentalist, a
church goer...I strongly urge you to vote NO on the proposed project off
Hwy 18 and Daley Canyon Rd.
It is too much...not appropriate for the tranquil setting loved by so many!
 The thought of a 300 space parking lot is much like the village for
commercial use!  We all love the lack of stop lights and lack of
development that is so common in other parts of our state.
I don't ask you to 'turn back the clock', just to keep what is so precious
to so many.

Thank you for your consideration of my views.

Nancy McDonald
nancymcd91105@aol.com
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From: Jim Goulet
To: Supervisor Janice Rutherford
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: No on Church of the Woods move
Date: Friday, August 28, 2020 1:36:09 PM

I am apposed this project. We love the open spaces and lack of traffic lights. I have attended Church of
the Woods in the past. They are good people but this move is to disruptive the the area. Please do not
give final approval.

James Goulet
28194 Grenoble
PO Box 35823
Lake Arrowhead

mailto:jimgoulet@yahoo.com
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From: David Ries
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: David Ries; Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: SEPT. 15,2020 PUBLIC HEARING
Date: Friday, September 4, 2020 12:40:43 AM

Hello, As a concerned citizen and San Bernardino Mountain resident since 1975 I
urge you to vote against the proposal of the "Church of the Woods Project" which I
believe will have an overall negative impact on our beloved mountain community. 
Thank you for taking my voice into consideration as you place your vote.

David Ries, P.O. Box 789 Crestline, CA.
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From: gswhiz13@gmail.com
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Sonrise Project
Date: Wednesday, September 2, 2020 1:45:05 PM

I vote no on this project

mailto:gswhiz13@gmail.com
mailto:Janice.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov
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From: Garrett Salazar
To: Rutherford, Janice; Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Voting NO
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 4:28:09 PM

Voting NO on church of the woods land development project 

mailto:garrettsalazar10@yahoo.com
mailto:Janice.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov


From: Garrhett Hill
To: Rutherford, Janice; Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Vote NO
Date: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 12:53:41 PM

I would like to vote NO against the Church of the Woods Land Development Project.

mailto:garrhett.hill@gmail.com
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From: Cathy Clarke
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Vote No on the Church of the Woods proposed development project
Date: Sunday, August 23, 2020 1:48:51 PM

Dear Supervisor Rutherford,

I am writing to urge a vote of “No” on the proposed Sonrise development project by the Church of the 
Woods. The proposed site will require clear cutting 17 acres of forested Little Bear Creek Watershed with 
the risk of polluting Little Bear Creek. This important watershed provides most of the water into Lake 
Arrowhead. Professor Jennifer Alford of CSU San Bernardino has warned of the potential downstream water 
quality impacts to Lake Arrowhead, a drinking water source. A research team funded by the Cal State 
University system has observed temporary spikes in nutrient and bacteria levels in the area’s creeks, even in 
the absence of the proposed extensive development! This risk of polluting the mountain area’s drinking 
water is absolutely alarming.

There are many other serious consequences to the proposed development, as detailed in reports by the 
Sierra Club, the Audubon Society, and the Save Our Forest Association.
Please, please vote No on this proposed development project.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Catherine F. Clarke
Los Angeles and Crestline CA

mailto:cathy@chem.ucla.edu
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From: Sarah Brennan
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Vote No on Sonrise Rimforest
Date: Saturday, August 29, 2020 1:09:28 PM

To the attention of my representative:

As a resident of rimforest it breaks my heart to hear that this project is still being allowed to
continue.  I hope that this please does not go ignored. This retreat in no way shape or form
benefits this area. We are a quiet residential town with a vibrant eco system. One that is so
unique it is in fact known as a sky island. Much like the Galapagos islands this area of the
ridge is home to species and variety that do not exist together anywhere on the mountain in a
fine and intricate balance. One that can be absolutely eradicated with the wrong decisions. The
nature corridor that would be destroyed by man-made fields houses at least 3 pinnacle
predators with established territory borders and migration paths there. As well as countless
nests there are at least 1 threatened and 1 endangered species as well. We cannot replace our
forest, or the water systems that are crucial to the survival of all of the living beings of this
mountain.

I add that that hwy 18 as well as our small community is in no way capable of supporting this
entity or its size in regards to traffic, fire evacuation, resources, and law enforcement. This
project will destroy more than it will ever bring. Sonrise is hostile in their disregard for
homeowners and have already begun bullying residents.  They are not part of this community
and are unwelcome here. Please do what is right for our forest and my home. Please stop
Sonrise.

Sincerely,
Sarah Brennan
26577 Lakeview, Rimforest

mailto:sarahbrennan13@gmail.com
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From: Cornelia Clarke
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Vote No on proposed Church of the Woods development
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:38:14 PM

Dear Supervisor Rutherford,

I am writing to urge a vote of “No” on the proposed Sonrise development project by the
Church of the Woods. The proposed site will require clear cutting 17 acres of forested Little
Bear Creek Watershed with the risk of polluting Little Bear Creek. This important watershed
provides most of the water into Lake Arrowhead. Professor Jennifer Alford of CSU San
Bernardino has warned of the potential downstream water quality impacts to Lake Arrowhead,
a drinking water source. A research team funded by the Cal State University system has
observed temporary spikes in nutrient and bacteria levels in the area’s creeks, even in the
absence of the proposed extensive development! This risk of polluting the mountain area’s
drinking water is absolutely alarming.

There are many other serious consequences to the proposed development, as detailed in
reports by the Sierra Club, the Audubon Society, and the Save Our Forest Association.
Please, please vote No on this proposed development project.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Cornelia Clarke
Los Angeles and Crestline 

mailto:cornelia.clarke@gmail.com
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From: Lori Phillips
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Vote No on Church of the woods project
Date: Monday, August 31, 2020 11:01:23 AM
Attachments: Vote No - Church of the Woods.pdf

Good morning,
Please see attached appeal for you to vote No on this massive development.
 
Respectfully,
Lorinne J. Phillips
27123 Hwy 189
Blue Jay, CA
Email:  lglorip@gmail.com
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From: Ted Engard
To: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Vote no on Church of the Woods Project
Date: Tuesday, August 25, 2020 7:22:43 PM

Dear Ms. Duron:
Please vote NO on the proposed Church of the Woods project.

The impact to our mountains, their resources, the forests, and the residents far outweigh the need for this project.

Thank you,
Ted Engard
48-year-resident
183 Golfcourse Rd.
Lake Arrowhead

mailto:engards@icloud.com
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From: Daniel Meers
To: Rutherford, Janice; Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Vote no on church of the woods
Date: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 3:52:13 PM

Please vote no on church of the woods project.  There is no reason to destroy forest, habitat, and watershed for an
unneeded project.  As well, this will affect residence in Rimforest (where I am a homeowner) traumatically. Noise,
traffic, and emergency issues will no doubt plague my neighborhood.  Please vote no.

Daniel Meers
909.754.8731

mailto:gopherpride23@msn.com
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From: Connor Keith
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: VOTE NO
Date: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 12:01:41 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Dear Janice and Heidi,
 
I would like to vote NO to stop church of the woods land development. Thank you.
 
Warm Regards,
 
Connor Keith
Copp Roofing & Construction, Inc.
Connor@CoppRoofing.com
Office: (909) 336-4074 / ext. 16

 

 

mailto:connor@copproofing.com
mailto:Janice.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Connor@CoppRoofing.com



From: Nicole Caldwell
To: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Voting No
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 7:16:00 PM

I'm voting NO on the Church of the Woods Land Development! 

mailto:nicolecaldwell713@gmail.com
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From: James Freitag
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: The Church of the Woods
Date: Sunday, August 30, 2020 9:38:25 AM

Please vote no on this project.  The traffic and disruption of watershed does not fit with our
quiet peaceful natural environment.
Jim Freitag Display Fabricators
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From: Frank Gradillas
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: The Church of the Woods Proposed Project (Sonrise)
Date: Monday, August 31, 2020 3:18:08 PM

I received a mailer in my PO Box here in Rimforest, CA.
We are long time residents of the mountains and are opposed to this project.
We VOTE NO.
Thanks.
Kerry Gradillas

mailto:fkgradi@verizon.net
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From: Frank Gradillas
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: The Church of the Woods Proposed Project (Sonrise)
Date: Monday, August 31, 2020 3:14:25 PM

I received a mailer in my PO Box here in Rimforest, CA.
We are long time residents of the mountains and are opposed to this project.
We VOTE NO.
Thanks.
Frank Gradillas

mailto:fkgradi@verizon.net
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From: Dale Price
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: The Church of the Woods Project
Date: Monday, September 7, 2020 9:51:32 AM

Please Vote No on the above-referenced project!

mailto:daleeprice@gmail.com
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From: engs@juno.com
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: The Church of the Woods project
Date: Monday, August 24, 2020 1:56:42 PM

Vote NO on this project.

Bill Engs   W6TCY
909-280-3685
It's a Climate Crisis

mailto:engs@juno.com
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From: Jason Shefts
To: Janice.rutherford@bos.sbcounty.hov; Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Stop The Church of The Woods
Date: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 6:17:50 AM

I Vote No.

Jason Shefts

CWI/ATR & FACILITY SUPERVISOR

A & J TRAINING TRUST FUND

Office: 310.604.0892

Welding Bay: 909.824.5881

225 S. Rancho Ave | Colton, CA 92324

www.ajtraining.org

mailto:aj.jasonshefts@yahoo.com
mailto:Janice.rutherford@bos.sbcounty.hov
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From: Vivian Crowe
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: stop Church of the Woods development
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 8:12:52 AM

Please stop the planned development of our mountain lands by Church of the Woods. We
have lived here since 1978 and rely on our resources to sustain us. In the case of an
evacuation our lives would be in jeopardy by the increased numbers. 

mailto:vivian_crowe@hotmail.com
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From: Rita Stachowski
To: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Sonrise,STR,Evac route
Date: Monday, August 31, 2020 3:21:13 PM

Don’t keep on destroying our mountain with cement buildings, parking lots, etc.
Around Lake Arrowhead there were two beautiful green forested areas that are
now all cemented in for housing----abandoned & destroyed for our wildlife!       
Keep Lake Arrowhead PRIVATE!  Only the HOMEOWNERS can use the LAKE. NOT
Short Term Renters, who only rent the house NOT the boats and leave their TRASH
out so the ‘critters’ can spread it all over!!!!          What we do need is an
EVACUATION ROUTE  for the north side of the lake ----- upgrade HWY173 down
into Victorville.  With sooo many people trying to get down on HWY 18 & the Fire
Trucks coming up would be completely impossible!  Anybody ever think of that???
            Rita Stachowski, Lake Arrowhead

mailto:ragdollrita@charter.net
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From: Gayl Grotewold
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Sonrise Project
Date: Wednesday, September 2, 2020 1:57:06 PM

I vote no on this project

mailto:gaylann13@gmail.com
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From: Tamara Gayle
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Sonrise in the Woods
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 10:26:44 AM

Hello Ms. Rutherford and all concerned in this matter,

I am Tamara Gayle and I purchased my home at 1177 Scenic Way in Rimforest
October 2016 and live here full-time. In the time that I have been here, I have seen a
lot of wildlife in my "backyard" including black bear, coyote, raccoons and several
variety of birds, all to my great joy. I bought my home believing it backed to San
Bernardino National Forest and naively thinking that meant it was state owned land
as this was my first residence in California. Imagine my surprise when I first found out
that Church of the Woods actually owns the land and that they were planning on
placing a football field directly behind my house!

Since that first introduction to this dismaying reality, Church of the Woods has altered
their plans and I appreciate the fact that the area directly behind my house is to
remain in its natural state. However, their plan is still not made in the best interest of
this mountain community and its people, wildlife and forest. I don't know if you have
actually visited this land so I describe it here: it is very hilly and steep in many
locations filled with ancient oaks, Western redcedar, white fir and many other variety
of trees. It provides a wildlife corridor through the communities of Rimforest, Twin
Peaks and Blue Jay. It is also the location of Little Bear Creek and provides natural
water drainage during the Winter months away from Highway 18 and down to Lake
Arrowhead. 

Church of the Woods will annihilate 15 acres by clear cutting and flattening the
terrain. And I believe they want to do this not for the benefit of the residents of this
mountain but for their grandiose desire to be a "destination" facility that will be a
money maker for themselves. Why else would they want to build a 600 person
occupancy (greater than the current population of Rimforest) "Worship Center,"
soccer field, basketball & volleyball courts, youth center with large gym, and a coffee
and juice bar?!? All of these amenities they say are lacking on the mountain for the
residents actually are already in existence and in use. What they are proposing is not
needed nor wanted by the majority of the people who live here. If they have truly
outgrown their current church, there are other already existing properties available,
such as Grandview Elementary School, they may purchase to increase their
"worship" capacity.

And speaking of their 600 + person occupancy, what if, God forbid, we have a fire
nearby and all of their "worshippers," people on the playing fields and in the gym have
to evacuate quickly? Currently in their plans they have 3 single lane driveways that all
exit South directly onto Highway 18. Add to that all of the people who actually live in
Rimforest, Twin Peaks, Blue Jay and Lake Arrowhead who may also have to
evacuate in the same direction and you know that will be a very slow evacuation that
will result in the loss of human life.

mailto:red35siren@yahoo.com
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The facility they are proposing is obviously meant to attract a large number of people
who will all be driving on Highway 18 to get there. As a tax exempt religious group,
I'm assuming Church of the Woods will be contributing very little financially for the
traffic signals that will be needed nor will they be contributing for the upkeep of
Highway 18. Their "Sonrise in the Woods" will be a detriment that will not contribute
financially to the well-being of this community nor the County at large.

On a personal note, I don't want to see or hear them nor do I want my property value
brought down by their presence. My home is my sanctuary. One of their members
told me that she lives in Lake Arrowhead and doesn't always like the music played at
the concerts during the Summer. However, she purchased that home knowing that it
is near a commercial / tourist area - I did not.

I see no need whatsoever for them to create a "church campus" that is apparently
meant to draw in lots of people and the money of those same people. I do not see
what they are proposing to be of any benefit to this community. The money they have
to build this would be better spent in charitable ways. This "campus" they are
proposing sounds more like a resort. Actually, a resort would be preferable because
at least that would be contributing tax dollars to our county for road maintenance,
forest management, fire protection, etc.

So, in closing, and in case there is any doubt in your mind, I DO NOT want this
project to proceed.

Sincerely,
Tamara Gayle
1177 Scenic Way
PO Box 157
Rimforest, CA 92378
585-281-7543



From: Jessica Stewart
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Subject: Sonrise Church of the woods
Date: Friday, August 28, 2020 4:05:15 PM

Good Afternoon Supervisor Rutherford,
I wanted to express my concerns with the Sonrise church of the woods project. I am a resident of
Rimforest and I live on the edge of the forest where the project is planned. Our family has lived here
since 2010. This area is so full of life. In the past 2 weeks we have viewed Coyotes, 1 bobcat, 2 black
bears and hear an owl daily that we can never find. They come to drink from the stream that will be
covered by parking lots and excessive playing fields. The population in Rimforest is only 400.  The
area already has 2 other church conference centers that sit empty most of the time. These other
complexes did a good job of building into nature and around the wildlife areas. This project does
nothing to preserve the forest or the community plan in this area. It is far too massive.  Sonrise
intends to level the entire area to build playing fields that will not be available to our local leagues or
schools. They say it will be open to the public but I can guarantee this will not be the case when the
parking lots are filled with snow players in the winter and  the fields are filled with broken sleds and
feces.
The need 7 stop lights installed. The entire crestline, lake arrowhead, Rimforest, Twin Peaks area

currently only has 1 stop light.  A 2nd was installed recently on the way to Running Springs. Rimforest
has 4 seasons. In the next 2 weeks fall will Roll in and with it comes the fog. The fog here is so thick
you cannot see the stoplight until you are underneath it. I have literally had to put my window down
to see look down at the road to make sure I was on the right side of the highway.  The fog comes in
any day it is overcast in the Valley… It is often and the stop light becomes dangerous. In the winter
the fog freezes as do the roads. People slide down icy roads and through the stop light. It only gets
worse in the winter.

The 3rd concern I have is the homes in the area. If you have ever driven though crestline you can see
homes desperately trying to keep their homes from eroding off of the hillside because of the road
built below (Lake Gregory Blvd or Lake Dr. No one will respond to my question of how they will keep
this from happening to the homes above the newly graded area. This area is extremely steep and
needs the trees to keep the soil from eroding. The newly planted landscaping is not going to help to
keep our homes and the land around them from sliding. There is also a flood Zone running through
the area below the project. The water run off is going to put extreme pressure on the stream that
runs through Agua Fria. These homes and business have already suffered flood losses without this
additional run off. The stream is not adequate all the way down the road to handle any more than it
already does.
This project is too massive and changes the natural landscape too much. I think it will have major
negative impacts on the entire mountain community and I hope that you vote no on this project.
I appreciate you taking the time to review my concerns. Please vote no.
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Jessica Stewart, CISR
Vice President Personal Lines Sales
ISU Insurance Services – ARMAC Agency
Customer Service and new quotes call/text (760)241-7900
Jessica.stewart@isu-armac.com
760-269--3317
17177 Yuma St
Victorville, CA 92395
www.isu-armac.com
#0C26179
“One Responsible Source™”
 

 
Risk comes in many forms. . .Protection comes in One. . .

One Responsible Source
PRIVILEGED & CONFIDENTIAL: This communication, including attachments, is for the exclusive
use of addressee and may contain proprietary, confidential and/or privileged information. If
you are not the intended recipient, any use, copying, disclosure, dissemination or
distribution is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient notify the sender
immediately by return e-mail, delete this communication and destroy all copies.

Please note: ARMAC will never request a wire transfer from an insured. If you get a request please
do not wire transfer money. Get with your insurance agent first.
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From: Nick Maltas
To: Rutherford, Janice
Cc: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Date: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 12:46:56 PM
Attachments: image001.png

I wish to VOTE NO on the Church Of The Woods Land Development. Not only would this be
detrimental for our community but detrimental for our infrastructure.
 
I wish to formally VOTE NO. Thank you.
 
Sincerely,
Nick Maltas
Copp Roofing & Construction, Inc.
(909)336-4074 Ext. 15
www.CoppRoofing.com
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From: sylvia gallentine
To: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Date: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 4:53:09 PM

I  vote NO Land Development for Church of the Woods in Lake Arrowhead California I am
trying to find out where the meeting will be held if you could reply and let me know I'd
appreciate it thank you so much sincerely Sylvia Gallentine

mailto:sylviagallentine@gmail.com
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov


From: richard luczyski (via Google Docs)
To: Duron, Heidi - LUS
Cc: Rutherford, Janice
Subject: TO: Supervisor Rutherford
Date: Thursday, September 10, 2020 11:48:33 AM
Attachments: TO Supervisor Rutherford.pdf

rluczyski@gmail.com has attached the following document:

TO: Supervisor Rutherford

Google Docs: Create and edit documents online. 

Google LLC, 1600 Amphitheatre Parkway, Mountain View, CA 94043, USA

You have received this email because rluczyski@gmail.com shared a document

with you from Google Docs.
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TO:  Supervisor Rutherford 
        Heidi Duron 
 
From:  Richard Luczyski 
 
RE:  Church Of The Woods Proposed Project 
 
I’m writing this letter with great concern as a 47 year property owner here in Running 
Springs Ca. I have supported community groups efforts to preserve the natural 
resources of the San Bernardino Mountains. Such as water extraction projects, trail and 
fishery support efforts with FRVC a Forest Service support group. I supported efforts to 
stop a major development project once approved by the Board Of Supervisors.That 
project went to court and the San Bernardino Mountain community won that effort. 
When the community comes together again and understands the changes that would be 
coming  in the entire Mountain Community I think they will come and fight another day. 
 
What does it mean to live in a mountain community with many problems residents 
continue to face. Challenging road conditions, constant fire worries for the safety of the 
entire mountain communities. These are just a few concerns many others that come to 
recreate don’t share with residents. As a property  tax payer with no voting rights on 
issues impacting my property because I live and vote in another county. I can once 
again make my voice heard joining with community groups wanting a voice as well to 
protect the area now in question. 
 
I believe the Church Of The Woods was  a project denied by the County in the past, 
otherwise it would have probably been built already? Seventeen years is a long time for 
any project to be now considered being built. What has changed since the inception of 
the project to now be resurrected? The issues in the beginning have only gotten greater. 
So how can they now be justified? 
 
Is there more mountain traffic now to contend with on the same 2 lane mountain roads 
than in the past? The project area creates several problems and putting up traffic 
signals doesn’t solve the problems but adds to them. Is there a public safety study done 
for the site? How many accidents have occurred  over the years on this stretch of the 
Hwy. in the project area? What estimates and studies have been done if signals are put 
in place? One serious accident would be one too many if depending on traffic lights to 
always do its job. 
 
Is there a mountain safety plan currently in force or in planning? The plan I would 
assume would need greater support from first responders if a fire and or an earthquake 







happened closing the roads in and out of the mountains. Will we evacuate like what is 
happening in another recreational  area where the “Creek Fire” now is still burning? Will 
we use helicopters and would we have enough even if there was a landing site planned 
at the proposed school site? Recently road repairs were being done on a bridge on 
Hwy. 330 and it seemed as if there was no concern for public safety. My email to your 
office blamed CalTrans for the delays. But whose responsibility was it for public safety? 
The 8 mile ride down Hwy 330 took an hour of unplanned information which caught 
several thousands of cars by surprise. I  was one of them going down the hill. I saw no 
CHP’s units and not one Caltrans unit either helping to solve the problem. What was the 
plan if there was a car fire? Even an Earthquake? Medical emergency? There was 
shooting going on that day at the shooting range. That same situation might have been 
going on for days but where was the public safety planning for that road project? Would 
there be one if a greater development was at the top of the hill with no way out? Why is 
it necessary to put even more people in harm’s way across the mountain just to look at 
a church, wondering what happened to the forest that was cut down? Where were birds 
nesting in this forest area across the street? Hope there is a study on bird nesting for 
the area? There has been plenty of time to do the study. Allowing another private school 
when most folks need better support for the public schools. This should be the main 
reason for not allowing the project in the first place. What will be the taxing power of 
San Bernardino County on this project on an ongoing basis? This can’t become a free 
ride into  Mountain forest destruction? What’s to become of the wildlife corridor? One 
does exist from past reading I’ve done. Is there a great plan to solve the problem or will 
the problem end when roadkill numbers end? 
 
When did the mountains find a new supply of cheap water to develop this project? The 
current Running Springs Water District takes acre feet of treated water that could be 
reused and charges great fees just to dump the treated water on the hill side? There 
should either be another location for their sewer plant or create a pipeline to sell this 
very treated water to a golf course or other needed venue. There will also be a need for 
gas and electrical  services as well as the sewer hook ups. Where will these services 
come from? Running Springs? Will Solar investment be a part of the plan?  
 
There are so many other concerns that I have but I’m just learning again about this 
project and the time limit for making comments is quite short. I also believe that a notice 
should be sent to all property owners where life adjustments will need to be made. We 
flat landers pay a price and never get notification of a project this size until our 
comments mean nothing. If we get the local news it’s always old news and if we make 
comments to the local papers they don’t print them. It’s called controlled news. I’m 
happy that I had  a chance once again to make some comments on the project and will 
help the community once again to fight for justice for the mountain environment. 







 
 
In making my final comments I would like to have all public comments made during the 
construction work on the Bridges and other road and siding work on Hwy 330, to 
become part of the transportation record of what delays do to people that makes them 
want to say something about delays. This kind of disruption will surely happen for this 
project when construction would only be done when we all are trying to clean up our 
yards of fire debris and get to the dump. So my real hope is for this project to be put to 
bed for the last time. I’m sure there is a story from the time the land was traded and 
purchased and the story should be included in the record for the community to ponder. 
It’s just time to say no. 
 
 
Richard Luczyski 
626-798-2030 
 
 
  







From: Jennifer D Alford
To: COB - Internet E-Mail
Cc: Nievez, Tom; Duron, Heidi - LUS; Rahhal, Terri
Subject: Public Comment Documents: CSUSB Water Research and Proposed Church of the Woods Project
Date: Thursday, October 8, 2020 12:33:54 PM
Attachments: LAKE_ARROWHEAD_Tributary_Water_Quality_Community Report_Final_2019_2020.pdf

Dear Clerk, Monell,

I hope you are well. I kindly request that you please distribute the following e-letter
below and attachment related to the water quality research and the proposed Church
of the Woods Project that will be under consideration by the Board of Supervisors on
October 20, 2020. 

At your earliest convenience, please confirm that you have received this information
and that it has also been received by the Board of Supervisors. 

Please let me know if you have any questions or require additional information. 

Sincerely,
Jennifer B. Alford 
(910) 547-4245
 
Jennifer B. Alford, PhD
Assistant Professor
Department of Geography and Environmental Studies 
Chair, CSU Water Resources Institute Faculty Advisory Committee 
CSU San Bernardino 5500 University Parkway
jennifer.alford@csusb.edu

___________________________________

Dear Supervisors Rutherford, Lovingood, Rowe, Hagman and Gonzales, 
  
 
I am contacting you regarding my water quality research funded by the Water Resources and
Policy Initiatives (WRPI) and the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) related to
water quality in Little Bear Creek; a headwater tributary to Lake Arrowhead located in the San
Bernardino National Forest. As you likely know, this tributary traverses a watershed drainage a
small, but diverse landscape that includes residential areas, the Blue Jay commercial district, and
wildlife habitat utilized by endangered species before terminating into Lake Arrowhead. The
upper reaches of this watershed are also the site of the proposed Church of the Woods (COTW)
project site, making my research a prominent contribution to your assessment of this project as
being fit for our community.  
  
More specifically, my research assesses stream physiochemical trends bi-weekly at two sites
along Little Bear Creek (upstream of Blue Jay (LBC1) and at the Blue Jay commercial district
(LBC2)) and two additional tributaries entering Lake Arrowhead; Willow Creek and Orchard
Creek. Testing has been conducted in both dry and precipitation events in situ since September

mailto:Jennifer.Alford@csusb.edu
mailto:COB@sbcounty.gov
mailto:Tom.Nievez@lus.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Heidi.Duron@lus.sbcounty.gov
mailto:Terri.Rahhal@lus.sbcounty.gov
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LAKE ARROWHEAD  
Tributary Water Quality Community Report 2019-2020 


 
Jennifer B. Alford, PhD 


Assistant Professor 
California State University San Bernardino  


 Department of Geography and Environmental Studies 
 
Study Purpose and Objectives: (1) Understand the spatiotemporal physiochemical characteristics 
of perennial (year-round flow) tributary headwater streams entering Lake Arrowhead (Figure 1), 
(2) determine the frequency of samples meeting regulatory standards (Table 1), and (3) to 
identify water quality best management practices to mitigate and improve surface water resource 
quality.  
 
Lake Arrowhead serves as the primary drinking water resources for Lake Arrowhead residents. 
Secondary purposes include recreational opportunities (i.e. fishing, boating and swimming) and 
providing water resources for ecological services.  
 
Sampling Locations (Figure 1): 


1. Little Bear Creek 1 (LBC1) - Upstream from Blue Jay Business District 
2. Little Bear Creek 2 (LBC2) - 
3. Across from Jensens - prior to entering Lake Arrowhead  
4. Willow Creek (WC1) - Beach Club/ Lake Arrowhead Resort. 
5. Orchard Creek (OC) - Southwest of Cedar Glen. 


 
Water Quality Monitoring: 


• Sampling bi-weekly unless unsafe conditions  
• August 2019 - Present  
• Capturing Dry and Wet (stormflow/snowmelt) events – When possible, pre and post 


precipitation event sampling takes place. 
• Total coliform, E. coli and Enterococcus tested at least monthly and more frequently 


during precipitation events.  
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Figure 1. Study Sampling Sites; Area Map  
 
Table 1. Federal, State and Regional Surface Water Quality Regulatory Standards  


Water Quality Metric Standard Source 


Temperature  
(C) 


< 25C CA State Water Board 


Dissolved Oxygen 
(DO) (mg/L) 


>4 mg/L CA State Water Board, Lahontan Region  


pH 6.5-8.5 CA State Water Board, Lahontan Region  


Turbidity  
(NTU) 


<100 NTU CA State Water Board (Fact Sheet) 


Conductivity 
(uS/cm)  


150-500 Range  
<336 ms/cm (Average) 


EPA (Range) 
CA State Water Board (Average) 


Nitrate (NO3-) 
(mg/L) 


0.8-2.5 mg/L San Bernardino Mountains Hooks Creek 
Objectives 


Ammonium (NH4+) 
(mg/L) 


0.02-0.4 mg/L EPA Aquatic Life Criteria  


Total Coliform (TC) 
(cfu/100mL) 


1,000 cfu/100mL CA State Water Board Objectives  


e. Coli 
(cfu/100mL) 


<126 cfu/100mL EPA Recreational Standards 


Enterococcus 
(cfu/100mL) 


<35 cfu/100mL EPA Recreational Standards 
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Methods 
 
Water Quality Sampling   


Water quality was monitored in situ from August 2019 through August 2020 (ongoing) 


for each catchment  (i.e. LBC1, LBC2, BMC, OC) for ammonium (NH4+, mg/L), conductivity 


(μS/cm), dissolved oxygen (DO, mg/L), stream flow (m/s), pH, nitrate (NO3
- , mg/L), turbidity 


(NTU), and water temperature (⚬C) using ion selective electrode probes and a Vernier Labquest 2 


monitor similar to Khatoon et al. (2013), Vega et al. (1998), and Varol et al. (2012). Additional 


grab samples were collected, immediately placed on ice, and transported to California State 


University at San Bernardino to test for total Coliform (TC, cfu/100mL), Escherichia Coli (E. 


Coli, cfu/100mL) and enterococcus (ET).  Total Coliform, E. Coli and enterococcus were 


analyzed using U.S. EPA approved IDEXX methods, Colilert, Colilert-18, Colisure, and Quanti-


Tray/2000 and reported to the 95% confidence interval. Grab samples were collected in 1 (L) 


brown opaque HDPE plastic bottles that were acid washed using EPA protocols (EPA 2003). 


Samples events occurred at each site bi-weekly during dry, drought conditions and weekly 


during rainfall and snow melt conditions to identify physicochemical and surface flow trends 


related to climatic and seasonal changes. Individual sampling events and sample means were 


compared to federal, state and regional water quality objectives and standards to determine the 


frequency in which samples met or exceeded these requirements as outlined in Table 1. 
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Trends to Date 
 
Table 2. Descriptive Statistics Ammonium  
*Denotes means and medians exceeding regulatory standards. 


 Headwater Tributary Water Quality Parameters Descriptive Statistics  


Ammonium 
(NH4+) 


mg/L 


Statistics LBC1 LBC2 BMC OC 
Mean 0.35 0.32 0.26 0.32 


Median 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.2 


Standard Deviation 0.36 0.43 0.27 0.36 
Variance  0.13 0.18 0.07 0.13 


# of samples 37 38 40 38 
 
 
Table 3. Descriptive Statistics Nitrate  
*Denotes means and medians exceeding regulatory standards. 


Headwater Tributary Water Quality Parameters Descriptive Statistics 


Nitrate  
(NO3-) 
mg/L 


Statistics LBC1 LBC2 BMC OC 


Mean 1.59 0.96 1.17 1.71 


Median 1.15 0.8 1.1 1.5 


Standard 
Deviation 2.62 0.78 0.90 1.31 


Variance  6.90 0.618 0.814 1.73 
# of samples 37 38 40 38 
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Table 4. Descriptive Statistics Total Coliform  
*Denotes means and medians exceeding regulatory standards. 


Headwater Tributary Water Quality Parameters Descriptive Statistics  


Total 
Coliform  


(TC) 
cfu/100mL 


Statistics LBC1 LBC2 BMC OC 


Mean 683.99 643.08 211.94 414.52 


Median 343.2 278.6 122.4 125.9 


Standard 
Deviation 726.58 740.69 278.62 679.82 


Variance  527927.34 548626.98 77632.61 462158.38 
# of samples 22 24 25 23 


Table 4 Notes:  
LBC1 Mean: 6% higher than LBC2; 69.1% higher than BMC; 40% than OC  
LBC1 Median: 19% higher than LBC2; 65% higher than BMC; 64% higher than OC 
LBC2 Mean: -6% lower than LBC1; 68% higher than BMC; 36% higher than OC 
LBC2 Median -23% lower than LBC1; 57% higher than BMC; 55% higher than OC  
 
 
Table 5. Descriptive Statistics E. coli 
*Denotes means and medians exceeding regulatory standards. 


Headwater Tributary Water Quality Parameters Descriptive Statistics  


E. coli  
(EC) 


cfu/100mL 


Statistics LBC1 LBC2 BMC OC 


Mean 302.46* 160.62* 28.81 33.72 


Median 106.5 36.95 6.7 14.2 
Standard 
Deviation 536.47 232.65 75.59 58.90 
Variance  287803.11 54127.38 5714.02 3469.36 


# of samples 22 24 25 23 
Table 5 Notes: 
LBC1 Mean: 47% higher than LBC2; 91% higher than BMC; 89% higher than OC 
LBC1 Median: 66% higher than LBC2; 94% higher than BMC; 87% higher than OC  
LBC2 Mean: -88% lower than LBC1; 83% higher than BMC; 80% higher than OC  
LBC2 Median: -188% lower than LBC1; 85% higher than BMC; 62% higher than OC  
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Table 6. Descriptive Statistics Enterococcus 
*Denotes means and medians exceeding regulatory standards. 


Headwater Tributary Water Quality Parameters Descriptive Statistics  


Enterococcus 
(ET) 


cfu/100mL 


Statistics LBC1 LBC2 BMC OC 


Mean 184.95* 66.73* 28.76 23.11 


Median 137.4* 49.5* 13.3 11.65 
Standard 
Deviation 164.16 58.01 45.65 23.19 
Variance  26951.36 3365.715 2083.94 538.15 


# of samples 12 12 13 12 
Table 6 Notes: 
LBC1 Mean: 64% higher than LBC2; 85% higher than BMC; 88% higher than OC  
LBC1 Median: 64% higher than LBC2; 91% higher than BMC; 92% higher than OC 
LBC2 Mean: -177% lower than LBC1; 57% higher than BMC; 66% higher than OC  
LBC2 Median: -177% lower than LBC1; 74% higher than BMC; 77% higher than OC  
 
Table 7. Number of Sampling Periods Exceeding Regulatory Standards Outlined in Table 1.  


Sampling 
Site 


Ammonium 
(NH4+) 
mg/L 


Nitrate 
(NO3-) mg/L 


Total Coliform 
(TC) 


cfu/100mL 


E. coli 
(EC) 


cfu/100mL 


Enterococcus 
(ET) 


cfu/100mL 
LBC1 24.3% 


n=37 
10.8% 
n=37 


22.7% 
n=22 


45.45% 
n=22 


75% 
n=12 


LBC2 28.9% 
n=38 


38.4% 
n=38 


37.5% 
n=24 


33.3% 
n=24 


66.6% 
n=12 


BMC 22.5% 
n=40 


5% 
n=40 


4% 
n=25 


4% 
n=25 


23% 
n=13 


OC 26.3% 
n=38 


15.7% 
n=38 


13% 
n=23 


8% 
n=23 


25% 
n=12 


 
Trends and Observations 
 


1. Little Bear Creek Site 1 (LBC1) represents the highest percentages of sampling periods 
that exceed regulatory standards for E. coli and Enterococcus across all perennial 
tributaries. 


2. Little Bear Creek Site 2 (LBC2) represents the highest percentages of sampling periods 
that exceed regulatory standards for NH4+, NO3-, TC and across all perennial tributaries. 


3. Collectively, LBC1 and LBC2 represents the first and second highest percentages of 
sampling periods that exceed regulatory standards for NO3-, TC, EC, and ET.  


4. No sampling locations had means, medians or individual sampling periods that exceeded 
regulatory standards for temperature, conductivity, dissolved oxygen, pH or turbidity.   


5. Multiple sampling periods with >1 metric/parameter exceeding regulatory standards 
simultaneously.  


a. Although empirically and statically Little Bear Creek is the most impaired of the 
three perennial streams studied, other tributaries have individual sampling periods 
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that exceed regulatory standards especially as they apply to NH4+, NO3-, TC, 
EC, ET.  


6. Spikes in nutrients, bacteria-based parameters are associated with precipitation events 
and during prolonged dry periods. 


a. Suggests year-round impacts already exists. 
7. Based on broad peer-reviewed literature, the approved stormwater project moving water 


from impervious surfaces in Rimforest, under Highway 18 and directly into Little Bear 
Creek will result in increases in pollution concentrations and eroded soils into this 
headwater tributary system and downstream, eventually entering Lake Arrowhead. 


8. Bioretention areas and other related EPA recommended stormwater BMPs (grass swales, 
etc.) require constant management and monitoring to remain effective. 


a. Widely accepted literature (30+ years) observes that BMPs do not improve water 
quality vs. a pre-development natural vegetated area. Instead they mitigate, to a 
degree, development impacts.  


9. The steep slopes present on this landscape where stormwater will be diverted into Little 
Bear Creek, suggests increases in turbidity (suspended solids including eroded soil 
particles) in Little Bear Creek. Eroded soils coupled with impervious surfaces have been 
identified as primary contributors to increases in land-based pollution inputs entering 
surface water systems.  


a. Pollution inputs including, phosphorus, nitrate, ammonium, coliforms, e. coli and 
other pathogens adhere to eroded soil particles and are conveyed to surface 
waterways during stormflow events.  


b. Collectively, these inputs are associated with Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) that 
impact both human and ecological health. This is especially concerning during 
drought conditions characterized by high evaporation rates as these inputs become 
more concentrated in waterways.  


10. Observations at SkyPark CUP NRCS designed BMPs do not suggests water quality 
improvements related to nutrients.  


a. Downstream impacts to human health in recreational waterways. 
b. Both this site and Lake Arrowhead contribute to surface waters in the Mojave 


Basin posting economic, social and environmental impacts to other communities.  
11. High Quality Water Resources Essential to Community Resiliency.  


a. Social, Economic and Environmental Impacts need to be fully considered due to 
large % of Mountain Communities considered Disadvantaged by CA OEHHA 
and DWR (based on census data) 


12. In addition to impacts to Lake Arrowhead - Little Bear Creek also contributes (even 
before LA was developed) to Deep Creek which is a National Wild and Scenic River. 
There are two drainage points for LA - one on the north shore near the UCLA center 
(Willow Creek) and to the far east, which is the continuation of Little Bear Creek. Both 
terminate into Deep Creek, which creates the headwaters of the Mojave River. There are 
numerous fishing and swimming points along Deep Creek and it is so heavily used the 
USFS shut portions of it down recently due to high use.  


13. Inconsistent Conditional Use Permit (CUP) Applications within community, especially as 
they relate to the implementation of stormwater BMPs. 


a.  In addition to the conditions use permit (CUP) imbalance between this site and 
Skypark. Multiple tributaries that center Deep Creek (Holcomb, Crab, Sheeps) 
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and the upper Mojave (near us) are listed on the EPAs 303d list. This raises the 
question – Is it ok to contribute additional pollution inputs to this hydrological 
network increasing issues that violate the Clean Water Act? The cost goes to 
everyone to mitigate.  


14. A map and related reports of the Clean Water Act list of 303d impaired streams in this 
mountain region and downstream 
(https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/tmdl/integrated2014_2016.shtm
l) indicates that Sheep, Crab and to the NE Holcomb, all tributaries to Deep Creek, are all 
impaired. Additional pollution inputs from Lake Arrowhead via the perennial tributaries 
that are entering this surface body of water, increasing the impairments and  harmful 
externalities to both public human and ecological health – two factors that the governing 
bodies of San Bernardino (and their supportive staff and departments) are elected for and 
required to protect.  


 
 
 
 


Supportive Peer Reviewed Literature  
 
Effectiveness and Limitations to Stormwater Best Management Practices 
 


Establishing relationships between specific landscape activities, climatic conditions, and 


water quality allows for the identification, design, and implementation of stormwater best 


management practices (BMPs) that capture surface runoff from the landscape prior to entering 


surface water resources. BMPs are diverse and may include rain barrels and rain gardens that 


capture runoff from smaller areas, as well as grass swales, retention ponds, and bioretention 


areas designed for larger areas and related runoff events. Stormwater BMPs have been 


implemented on numerous land types and across various spatial extents to protect and improve 


water quality at headwater streams and along stream segments within a single watershed or river 


basin. A secondary advantage to implementing BMPs is assisting communities with meeting 


regulatory requirements by ensuring that specific landscape features or activities within a 


watershed are not impacting water resources downstream (Gautam et al. 2010, Hunt 2010, 


Strecker et al. 2001, McNett et al 2010). 


Effectiveness of Stormwater Best Management Practices  
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The selection of a BMP requires careful consideration of site location based on landscape 


characteristics and the quantity of stormwater runoff during precipitation events. Gautam et al. 


(2010) suggests that factors influencing stormwater BMP design for specific regions are land 


use, vegetation, soil type, topography, geology, and climatic factors. In areas with various types 


of impervious surfaces (i.e. buildings, roads, and parking lots), BMPs are highly variable in their 


ability to effectively remove pollution inputs from stormwater runoff and protect aquatic 


biodiversity (Comings et al. 2000; Roy et al. 2014; Gautam et al. 2010; Mallin et al. 2016, 


McNett et al. 2010). Comings et al. (2000) observed the effectiveness of two wet detention ponds 


in a developed (i.e. commercial and residential) watershed with 57% impervious cover located in 


Washington state. The detention ponds improved water quality, however, the pollutant removal 


efficiency varied resulting in a 20% to 50% reduction of phosphorus and less than 50% removal 


of trace metals and total suspended solids. When considering BMP effectiveness in improving 


downstream water quality, Roy et al. (2014) observed the extent to which multiple BMPs (i.e 


rain barrels and rain gardens) assisted with improving onsite stormflow volume and water quality 


in suburban catchments when compared to controlled, non-BMP catchments. Although site 


stormflow was reduced, the variation in BMP types implemented did not significantly reduce 


conductivity, iron, sulfate, nitrate, and total dissolved phosphorus concentrations downstream 


from the BMP site, which was deemed harmful to aquatic species. This suggests that the overall 


improvement of stream health warrants additional treatment of stormwater from impervious 


surfaces.  


Stormwater BMPs can also be designed as transitional zones between impervious 


surfaces and surface waterways. In an urban coastal region in North Carolina, Mallin et al. 


(2016) observed if grass swales, curb cuts, and rain gardens were effective in removing fecal 
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coliform bacteria from impervious surfaces entering coastal waterways during rain events. These 


BMPs not only reduced the pollutant load to estuarine waters, but it also reduced the loading of 


total suspended solids and stormwater discharge, providing the opportunity for infiltration and 


groundwater recharge. Results suggest that the removal of pollutant loads and fecal coliform 


bacteria through the implementation of these BMPs is essential for the protection of both aquatic 


and human health. In arid regions, water is a limited resource due to high evaporation rates 


coupled with short hydrologic seasons that provide annual precipitation over a few months. 


Gautam et al. (2010) suggests that stormwater BMPs designed for these regions should handle 


high precipitation rates and related flows over short periods of time, minimize sediment and 


channel erosion, and promote groundwater quality and recharge. In Southern California, Barret 


(2005) observed the effectiveness of detention basins, vegetated buffer strips and swales, 


infiltration trenches and basins, and a wet basin in reducing stormwater runoff rates from 


impervious surfaces. Runoff entering these BMPs were tested for total suspended solids, metals, 


and nutrients. The vegetated buffer strips and extended detention basins were effective in 


reducing runoff volume by 30%, while vegetated swales reduced runoff by 47%. Given the 


highly variable effectiveness of BMPs in mitigating pollution inputs from entering surface water 


systems, it is important to explore the benefits and limitations of these practices across multiple 


landscapes and climates as well as their site location within the hydrological network.  
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Water Quality: Environmental and Public Health  


 The environmental degradation of water resources is primarily linked to anthropogenic 


activities that alter the landscape and introduce excessive pollution inputs into waterways (Singh 


2014; Wang et al. 2020; C. Zhang et al. 2019; G. P. Zhang et al. 2013; Zomorodian et al. 2018). 


In recreational settings, Priskin (2003) notes that a majority of water quality impairments come 


from the impervious surfaces (i.e. roadways, parking lots, buildings) that are associated with the 


developed environment. Extensive literature has documented impervious surfaces as the primary 


conveyance system for terrestrial based pollution entering waterways during storm related runoff 


events (Arnold and Gibbons 1996; Schuler 1996; Bracbec 2009). Pollution inputs can be highly 


variable and associated with discharges from land-based and upstream industrial facilities, 


agricultural and residential based fertilizers, failing septic and sewer systems, and waste from 


humans and animals (Burkholder et al. 2007; Cahoon et al. 2006; Galfi et al. 2016; Korajkic et 







 12 


al. 2018). Once in waterways, climatic factor (i.e. excessive heat, drought, evaporation) may 


concentrate the physicochemical (i.e. nutrients, conductivity, dissolved solids, etc.) conditions 


present in water bodies (Li et al. 2017; Van Vliet and Zwolsman 2008). Collectively, these 


factors reduce both the quantity and quality of water resources available to support recreational 


activities while simultaneously threatening public and environmental health.  


Of growing concern to recreational, natural resources, and public health agencies is the 


excessive input of nutrients (i.e. NO3-, NH4+) and bacteria that support harmful algal blooms 


(HABs) (i.e. cyanobacteria), eutrophication (i.e. excessive nutrients), and hypoxic conditions (i.e. 


low dissolved oxygen) within waterways. These conditions cause a multitude of public and 


ecological health issues including skin irritations, respiratory issues, gastroenteritis infections, 


and liver damage in humans and the bioaccumulation of cyanotoxins in aquatic species (Bello et 


al. 2017; Butcher & Covington 1995; CAWQ 2020; He et al. 2011; Manganelli et al. 2012; 


WHO 1999). During warmer seasons, when recreational waters are in high demand, higher water 


temperatures and the presences of excessive nutrients in waterways lower dissolved oxygen 


(DO) levels needed to support aquatic species leading to widespread fish kills and creating 


conditions favorable for HAB outbreaks (Burger et al. 2003; Burkholder et al. 2001; DPH 2019; 


Gandhi et al. 2017; Matuszak et al. 1997; Missaghi et al. 2017).  


These conditions require agencies to issue public health advisories leading to waterways 


closers in an effort to protect the public from consuming toxic fish and coming into contact with 


impaired waterways. The Center for Disease Control (CDC) reported that from 2000-2014, 35 


states voluntarily reported 140 recreational water impairments which resulted in 4,958 illnesses 


and two deaths. Of these cases, 80 outbreaks (57%) were associated with enteric pathogens 


including coliforms and E. coli (CDC 2020a). Anderson et al. (2000) notes that the average 
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annual economic impact of HABs alone in the United States between 1987 and 1992 was over 


$49.3 million, of which 55% was attributed to cost related to public and environmental health, 


increasing monitoring/management, and loss of recreation/tourism. Given the highly variable 


human-environmental contributions to water impairments, it is essential to identify these 


contributions so that comprehensive management strategies can be developed to mitigate site 


specific impairments.   
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Impervious Surfaces and Surface Water Quality  
 
Urbanization Thresholds and Stream Ecosystem Health  


Stream ecosystem functions not only vary in relation to different urban landscape 


features, they also show considerable variation in response to different levels of urbanization.  To 


characterize the level of development within a watershed and its impacts on in-stream ecological 


health, numerous studies (Arnold & Gibbons, 1996; Mallin et al., 2001; Schueler, 1994; Schiff & 
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Benoit, 2007; Wang, 2001) have identified thresholds at which the percentage of a particular 


land use and land cover within a catchment impacts aquatic habitats.  Several studies have used 


percent impervious surface as an indicator of stream and aquatic species health and concluded 


that the health of aquatic species begins to decline once the watershed reaches 10 to 15 percent 


impervious surface coverage.  When considering the impacts of residential and suburban 


development in coastal watershed, Mallin et al. (2001) noted stream impairment at 10 to 20 


percent watershed impervious surface.  In contrast, Schiff and Benoit (2007) concluded that 


degradation starts at greater than 5 percent and impairment begins to plateau when the watershed 


exceeds 10 percent impervious surface.  This indicates that no significant changes in stream 


condition occurred once the watershed reached greater than 10 percent impervious 


surface.  Given these varying results, it is important to consider not only the extent of 


development but also how these patterns impact the overall health of stream ecosystems that 


support and sustain aquatic species.   


In an attempt to characterize stream ecosystem functions related to different levels of 


urban development, Meyer et al. (2005) considered the functional characteristics of six 


tributaries of the Chattahoochee River near Atlanta, Georgia.  Variables considered in this study 


related to catchment land-use types and ecosystem characteristics.  Specifically, these variables 


focused on specific measures of nutrient removal and the amount of fine benthic organic matter 


(FBOM), which provides an energy source for benthic organisms and microbes.  Results indicate 


that nutrient uptake velocities in ecosystems, such as precipitation and stormwater runoff 


infiltration into soil profiles, decreased as indicators of urbanization increased, specifically, the 


percent of catchment covered by high intensity urban development characterized by contiguous 


impervious surfaces.  In addition, the amount of fine benthic organic matter (FBOM) also 
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decreased with increasing urbanization and uptake velocities of nutrients were directly correlated 


to FBOM.  When considering different instream responses to measurements of EIA and TIA, 


Meyer et al. (2005) noted that channel instability is consistent when the EIA is greater than 10 


percent and uniform low summer base flows are observed when TIA is greater than 40 


percent.  Biological impacts included consistently higher algal blooms when EIA exceeds 5 


percent and decreases in fish species quantity and diversity above 4 percent TIA and between 2 


to 4 percent EIA.   


Schiff and Benoit (2007) explored the impacts of urbanization on streams in the West 


River watershed located in, New Haven, Connecticut in an attempt to identify the spatial scale of 


watershed imperviousness and its relationship to water chemistry, macroinvertebrates, and 


physical habitat.  A multiparameter water quality index was used to characterize regional urban 


NPSP levels.  In an effort to address the spatial context of development and impairment, the 


study compared instream variables to impervious cover at three spatial scales: watersheds, local 


contributing areas, and streams with an 100-meter vegetative riparian buffers.  Water quality 


parameters included temperature, conductivity, pH, dissolved oxygen (DO), and 


turbidity.  Macroinvertebrates were also sampled once in the spring 1999 at 13 sites, three on the 


mainstem of the watershed and 10 on tributaries.  Results indicate that total impervious area 


(TIA) in the watershed draining to each macroinvertebrates collection site varied between 0 and 


61 percent.  Seven of the watersheds had less than 5 percent TIA, five had moderate coverage 


between 5 percent and 20 percent, and one watershed was highly impervious with a TIA of 60 


percent or more.  Water quality declined sharply as impervious area increased from 0 to 10 


percent and remained in a degraded state beyond the 10 percent imperviousness level.  When 


observing macroinvertebrates health, the authors indicated that biota impairment starts when 5 
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percent impervious areas in a watershed is reached and a constant level of degradation persist 


beyond the 10 percent impervious area level.  This study confirms pervious findings that the 


absence of organisms susceptible to habitat degradation occurs above the 10 percent impervious 


cover with impairment noted at the 5 percent imperviousness area threshold (Schiff & Benoit, 


2007).    
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Original Email Sent to San Bernardino County Officials  
 
Sent: Monday, January 20, 2020 7:48 PM 
To: hedi.duron@lus.sbcounty.gov <hedi.duron@lus.sbcounty.gov>; tom.nievez@Lus.sbcounty.gov <tom
.nievez@Lus.sbcounty.gov>; Terri.rahhal@lus.sbcounty.gov <Terri.rahhal@lus.sbcounty.gov>; Superviso
r.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov <Supervisor.Rutherford@bos.sbcounty.gov>; lewis.murry@bos.sbcount
y.gov <lewis.murry@bos.sbcounty.gov> 
Subject: CSUSB Water Quality Research Data - Little Bear Creek COTW Proposed Development 
  
Dear Supervisor Rutherford, Ms. Duron, Mr. Nievez, Ms. Rahhal and Mr. Murray, 
  
I hope this email finds you all doing well. I am contacting you regarding to ongoing research 
funded by the Water Resources and Policy Initiatives (WRPI) related to water quality in Little 
Bear Creek; a headwater tributary to Lake Arrowhead located in the San Bernardino National 
Forest. As you likely know this tributary traverses a watershed drainage area that includes Blue 
Jay and the proposed Church of the Woods (COTW) project site.  
  
Our research assesses stream physiochemical trends bi-weekly at two sites along Little Bear 
Creek (upstream of Blue Jay (LBC1) and at Blue Jay (LBC2)) and two additional tributaries 
entering Lake Arrowhead; Willow Creek and Orchard Creek. Testing has been conducted in both 
dry and precipitation events in situ since September 2019 to present for dissolved oxygen, 
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turbidity, nitrate (NO3-), ammonium (NH4+), conductivity, pH, temperature, stream flow on a 
bi-weekly basis with additional lab-based testing for E. coli, total coliform and enterococcus on a 
monthly basis.  
  
Observations include that episodic spikes in nutrients (NH4+ and NO3-) as well as bacteria are 
currently present in Little Bear Creek, as well as the other sites entering Lake 
Arrowhead. Collectively these trends indicate that there are already activities on the landscape 
related to transportation, tourism, infrastructure (i.e. septic and sewer) and impervious surfaces 
that are adversely impacting surface water resources in perennial streams entering Lake 
Arrowhead. More specifically, data to date indicates that LBC1 has exceeded regulatory 
standards 36% of the sampling periods for NH4+, 63% for NO3-, 20% for total coliform, 40% 
for E. coli and 67% for enterococcus. The second site, LBC2, has exceeded regulatory standards 
for 70% of the sampling periods for NH4+, 40% for NO3-, 50% for total coliform, 17% for E. 
coli and 50% for enterococcus with many of the exceedances occurring simultaneously across 
multiple metrics. These trends continue to contribute to algal blooms and, if not mitigated, could 
result in the harmful algal blooms associated with cyanobacteria (blue-green algal blooms) as 
experienced by Lakes Gregory and Silverwood. Such conditions impact the social, economic and 
environmental quality of all mountain communities since many of the communities are 
financially dependent on tourist activities year-round as well as public health and safety, 
especially as they related to recreational waters.  
  
I would also like to share that recent field research also assessed water quality in the BMPs at 
SkyPark that were required as part of their CUP permitting process. Trends indicate that while 
the BMPs were effective in reducing some turbidity, they were ineffective in reducing nutrient 
loads to Hooks Creek. Consequently, the BMPs ability to effectively mitigate headwater impacts 
from stormwater flowing over impervious surfaces declined over time.  
  
This is an important finding when considering if the BMPs proposed by the COTW will mitigate 
impacts related to the proposed development because not only will the excavation of a 
substantial about of soil and removal of vegetation creates changes to groundwater flows needed 
to sustain both water quality and quantity entering Lake Arrowhead year-round, it will 
simultaneously impact surface hydrology. The proposed BMPs have also not been proven, 
empirically, under similar site and climatic conditions, that they are/can be effective in 
mitigating downstream impacts in the short or long term. Additionally, it is highly likely, based 
on numerous peer-reviewed studies and assessments by hydrologists and biological engineers, 
that the county’s proposed, and now approved, stormwater project entering Little Bear Creek 
will impact water quality as indicated in over 30 years of academic research based on real-world 
assessments of BMP effectiveness. Simply put, any alterations to the natural landscape create 
some degree of adverse impacts to downstream water resources. 
  
Given the already approved stormwater project flowing into Little Bear Creek, it does not seem 
reasonable based on the implementation of verified scientific research methods in this creek 
system, even comparing it to other, less developed tributaries, that the COTW project will 
benefit the community across social, economic and environmental metrics because the location, 
landscape and hydrological alterations of the proposed COTW project, by design, will create 
adverse impacts to water resources that characterize the mountain communities. 
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I hope and trust that your backgrounds and commitment to public health and safety will alert you 
to the danger in setting such precedent, not only in the communities located in a National Forest 
highly depended on tourism based on natural settings and pristine outdoor quality to support 
summer and winter activities, but how such decisions can impact communities across San 
Bernardino County including where you live and or work. Supporting a poorly design project 
largely based on site location and no inclusion of a comprehensive hydrologic assessments that 
goes beyond a “one size fits all” approach to stormwater management will allow 1.5% (i.e. the 
350 members of the COTW congregation) to impact 98.5% of residents across three mountain 
communities directly now and for generations to come. 
  
To illustrate the scientific findings related to current water quality, I have attached a presentation 
of my research findings and would welcome the opportunity to discuss ways to support healthy 
watershed initiatives using natural resource conservation while also supporting innovative design 
that benefits all community members and visitors alike.  
  
I welcome an open dialogue and hope that you will fully consider the existing, scientifically 
verified, realities of the adverse water quality conditions already present in this community prior 
to the approval and potential development of the COTW project. 
  
Please feel free to reach out to me to discuss this further. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Jennifer B. Alford  
(910) 547-4245 
Jennifer.alford@csusb.edu 
  
  
Jennifer B. Alford, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
Faculty Associate, CSUSB Office of Community Engagement  
Co-Chair, Resilient CSUSB Sustainability Taskforce 
Department of Geography and Environmental Studies  
CSU San Bernardino 
jennifer.alford@csusb.edu 
 







2019 to present for dissolved oxygen (DO), turbidity, nitrate (NO3-), ammonium (NH4+),
conductivity, pH, temperature, and stream flow with EPA approved lab-based testing for
Escherichia coli.(EC), total coliform (TC) and enterococcus (ET) on a monthly basis.
Additionally, all parameters are assessed more frequently during stormflow and snowmelt events
which assist with determining, empirically, how current landscape characteristics and seasonal
weather patterns influence headwater stream quality.  
I have included my annual report LAKE ARROWHEAD Tributary Water Quality Community
Report 2019-2020 as an attachment to this email, however, I would like to highlight a few
findings that speak to the current state of longitudinal water quality trends along Little Bear
Creek prior to entering Lake Arrowhead: 

1. Little Bear Creek Site 1 (LBC1) represents the highest percentages of sampling periods
that exceed regulatory standards for E. coli and Enterococcus across all perennial
tributaries.  

2. Little Bear Creek Site 2 (LBC2) represents the highest percentages of sampling periods
that exceed regulatory standards for NH4+, NO3-, TC and across all perennial tributaries.  

3. Collectively, LBC1 and LBC2 represents the first and second highest percentages of
sampling periods that exceed regulatory standards for NO3-, TC, EC, and ET.  

4. No sampling locations had means, medians or individual sampling periods that exceeded
regulatory standards for temperature, conductivity, dissolved oxygen, pH or turbidity.  

5. Multiple sampling periods with >1 metric/parameter exceeding regulatory standards
simultaneously.  

a. Although empirically and statically Little Bear Creek is the most impaired of the three
perennial streams studied, other tributaries have individual sampling periods that exceed
regulatory standards especially as they apply to NH4+, NO3-, TC, EC, ET. 

6.  Chronic spikes in nutrients, bacteria-based parameters are associated with
precipitation/stormwater runoff events and during prolonged dry periods, suggesting year-
round impacts already exists. 

These findings, using research methods widely accepted in the field of hydrology and in
relation to TC, EC, ET are EPA certified lab methods, have raised my concerns regarding the
proposed COTW project. My concerns take into consideration the current conditions of
water quality, the approved Highway 18 Stormwater Project and impacts to human and
ecological health. These points are further justified by an extensive peer review process as
well as review of regional water board, state and federal water quality regulations persistent
to the requirements United States Clean Water Act. Details are within the attached report, but
for convenience I have, highlighted points below.  

1. Exiting Stormwater Projects: Based on broad peer-reviewed literature, the approved
stormwater project moving water from impervious surfaces in Rimforest, under Highway 18
and directly into Little Bear Creek will result in increases in pollution concentrations and
eroded soils into this headwater tributary system and downstream, eventually entering Lake
Arrowhead.  
2. Application of BMPs: Bioretention areas and other related EPA recommended
stormwater BMPs (grass swales, etc.) require constant management and monitoring to
remain effective. 

a. Widely accepted literature (i.e. 30+ years) observes that BMPs do not improve
water quality vs. a pre-development natural vegetated area. Instead they mitigate, to



a degree, development impacts.  
3. Site Slopes: The steep slopes present on this landscape where stormwater will be diverted
into Little Bear Creek, suggests increases in turbidity (suspended solids including eroded soil
particles) in Little Bear Creek. Eroded soils coupled with impervious surfaces have been
identified as primary contributors to increases in land-based pollution inputs entering surface
water systems.  

a. Pollution inputs including, phosphorus, nitrate, ammonium, coliforms, Escherichia
coli. and other pathogens adhere to eroded soil particles and are conveyed to surface
waterways during stormflow events.  
b. Collectively, these inputs are associated with Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) that
impact both human and ecological health. This is especially concerning during drought
conditions characterized by high evaporation rates as these inputs become more
concentrated in waterways.  

4. High Quality Water Resources Essential to Community Resiliency; sustaining jobs
and    tourism.  

a. Social, Economic and Environmental Impacts need to be fully considered due to the
widespread presence of mountain community household identified as “Disadvantaged”
by the CA Department of Water Resources (DWR) and Office of Environmental Health
Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) in partnership with the California Environmental
Protection Agency (CalEPA). These are defined based on census demographic data and
environmental quality; with disadvantaged communities representing annual household
incomes that are less than 80 to 85 percent of the statewide annual median household
income. Additionally, these communities reside in area that where public health is
adversely impacted by impaired air, soil and water resources, such as those represented in
Little Bear Creek.    

5. Downstream Impact: In addition to impacts to Lake Arrowhead - Little Bear Creek also
contributes to Deep Creek; a National Wild and Scenic River. There are two drainage points
for Lake Arrowhead - one on the north shore near the UCLA center (Willow Creek) and to
the far east, which is the continuation of Little Bear Creek. Both terminate into Deep Creek,
which creates the headwaters of the Mojave River. There are numerous fishing and
swimming points along Deep Creek and it is so heavily used the USFS shut portions of it
down recently due to high use.  
6. Inconsistent Conditional Use Permit (CUP) and BMP Applications within community,
especially as they relate to the implementation of stormwater BMPs. The process used to
determine juridical boundaries for the SkyPark, Santa’s Village Project included extensive
oversight by multiple resources agencies, which is void in the assessment of hydrological
impacts of the COTW project. SkyPark was required to develop Natural Resource
Conservation Service approved and designed stormwater BMPs; a level of review and
requirements that are omitted for the COTW project despite just being a few miles between
site locations.  

a. SkyPark BMP Effectiveness Research Results: Trends across the BMP structure
indicate that while the BMPs were effective in reducing some turbidity, they were
ineffective in reducing nutrient loads to Hooks Creek. Consequently, the BMPs
ability to effectively mitigate headwater impacts from stormwater flowing over
impervious surfaces declined over time.  

b. This is an important finding when considering if the BMPs proposed by the COTW
will mitigate impacts related to the proposed development because not only will the
excavation of a substantial about of soil and removal of vegetation creates changes
to groundwater flows needed to sustain both water quality and quantity entering



Lake Arrowhead year-round, it will simultaneously impact surface hydrology. The
proposed BMPs have also not been proven, empirically, under similar site and
climatic conditions, that they are/can be effective in mitigating downstream impacts
in the short or long term. Additionally, it is highly likely, based on numerous peer-
reviewed studies and assessments by hydrologists and biological engineers, that the
county’s proposed, and now approved, stormwater project entering Little Bear
Creek will impact water quality as indicated in over 30 years of academic research
based on real-world assessments of BMP effectiveness. Simply put, any alterations
to the natural landscape create some degree of adverse impacts to downstream water
resources. 

7. Existing 303d Impaired Stream Systems: A map and related reports of the Clean
Water Act list of 303d impaired streams in this mountain region and downstream
(https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/tmdl/integrated2014_2016.shtml)
indicates that Sheep, Crab and to the NE Holcomb, all tributaries to Deep Creek, are all
impaired. Additional pollution inputs from Lake Arrowhead via the perennial tributaries
that are entering this surface body of water, increasing the impairments and  harmful
externalities to both public human and ecological health – two factors that the governing
bodies of San Bernardino (and their supportive staff and departments) are elected for and
required to protect.  
 

Given the already approved stormwater project flowing into Little Bear Creek, it does not seem
reasonable based on the implementation of verified scientific research methods in this creek
system, even comparing it to other, less developed tributaries, that the COTW project will
benefit the community across social, economic and environmental metrics because the location,
landscape and hydrological alterations of the proposed COTW project, by design, will create
adverse impacts to water resources that characterize the mountain communities. 
  
I hope and trust that your backgrounds and commitment to public health and safety, in which the
public entrusted you through the election process, will alert you to the danger in setting such
precedent, not only in the communities located in a National Forest highly depended on tourism
based on natural settings and pristine outdoor quality to support summer and winter activities,
but how such decisions can impact communities across San Bernardino County including where
you and your family live and or work. Supporting a poorly design project largely based on site
location and no inclusion of a comprehensive hydrologic assessments that goes beyond a “one
size fits all” approach to stormwater management will allow 1.5% (i.e. the 350 members of the
COTW congregation) to impact 98.5% of residents across three mountain communities directly
now and for generations to come. 
  
Upon your review of the attached report, I would welcome the opportunity to discuss ways to
support healthy watershed initiatives using natural resource conservation while also supporting
innovative design that benefits all community members and visitors alike.  
  
I welcome an open dialogue and hope that you will fully consider the existing, scientifically,
empirically verified, realities of the adverse water quality conditions already present in this
community prior to the approval and potential development of the COTW project. 
  
Please feel free to reach out to me to discuss this further. I would also appreciate a note of
acceptance that you received this information at your earliest convenience. 
  

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/tmdl/integrated2014_2016.shtml


Sincerely, 
  
Jennifer B. Alford  
(910) 547-4245 

Jennifer B. Alford, PhD
Assistant Professor
Department of Geography and Environmental Studies 
Chair, CSU Water Resources Institute Faculty Advisory Committee 
CSU San Bernardino 5500 University Parkway
jennifer.alford@csusb.edu
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